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FROM THE EDITOR -

The Record News - volume 6 contains news from our
branches at Nanded & Solapur in addition to SIRC news from
Bombay. We hope to have few more branches of SIRC in other
cities shortly & it seems that the activity is becoming quite
popular. Mr.Michael Kinnear has presented two articles in this
issue - one on Pathe’s Discs & the other with Mr.Frank Andrews
on " ENGLISH " Indian Gramophone Numbers. Also from this issue
we have decided to include advertisements of some of the new
releases. We are thankful to all our members,friends and well-
wishers. Your critical comments are very much needed.
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REMINDER - THIS IS THE LAST ISSUE OF THE YEAR JULY 1991 - JUNE
1992. ANNUAL MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO RENEW THEIR MEMBERSHIP
AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE IN ORDER TO RECEIVE FURTHER ISSUES OF
" THE RECORD NEWS ". IF YOU WANT TO BECOME LIFE MEMBER NOW YOU
MAY SEND THE BALANCE AMOUNT TO ME BY DEDUCTING THE
SUBSCRIPTION PAID SO FAR FROM THE LIFE MEMBERSHIP FEE.

EDITOR.
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SIRC NEWS FROM BOMBAY

BY - SURESH CHANDVANKAR

During the period of this report, three monthly meetings
were held for listening to the old gramophone records. The
attendance & the interest of the members, friends & well-
wishers is encouraging. The programme details are as follows -

1) On January 25,1992 Mr.S.Jayraman,Dombivli presented a
programme - " Desh Bhakti Geete " from old film songs. This
programme was held at Gandhi Book Centre at Tardeo, Grant
Road, Bombay.

2) On February 22,1992 Mr.Prabhakar Datar,Kurla presented
a programme - " Classical Music & Popular Songs " at his
residence. This programme covered records from early period
viz.1903-5,to 1950’s.

3) On March 28,1992 Mr.S.A.Sukhtankar,Borivli presented a
programme at his residence - " Old Marathi Bhavgeete " from
the period - 1940-1960.

THE PROGRAMME & THE RECORD DETAILS ARE GIVEN SEPERATELY

SOLAPUR BRANCH

On February 8 & 9 I visited Solapur to meet the record
collectors & the music lovers who wished to begin SIRC
activities in Solapur. I gave an illustrated talk on SIRC
activities with the help of the colour slides & the old
records & recordings. The branch has started functioning & the
quarterly report from Solapur is included in this issue.

NANDED BRANCH

Readers may have noticed about the Nanded branch
activities in TRN - 5. In March I visited Nanded branch along
with Mr.Prabhakar Datar. We met the committee members & the
music lovers. A nice programme was organised by the 1local
organising committee. In this programme I gave a lecture on
SIRC activities & Mr. Datar presented a recorded programme -

" 0ld Marathi Film Songs - 1930-1950 " The details of these

programmes are given in SIRC news from Nanded.

I am thankful to the committee members, record collectors
& music lovers both at Solapur & at Nanded for their untiring
efforts in making these programmes successful. SIRC branches
will be reporting about their activities in TRN issues.

=== —_—— ————— e S

REISSUES OF THE RECORDS / CASSETTES OF LATE PT.KUMAR GANDHARVA

I am pleased to inform you that the Gramophone Company
of India Limited is issuing a set / an album of five cassettes
/ records of Late Pandit Kumar Gandharva in near future. Some
of the SIRC members have helped HMV in this venture by
providing the records from their collection to the company for
the re-recordings.

o
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DETAILS OF THE PROGRAMME PRESENTED BY MR.JAYRAMAN ON JANUARY
25,1992 AT GANDEI BOOK CENTRE, NANA CHOWK, TARDEO, BOMBAY ON ’'DESH
BHAKTI GEETE’

e s . - ot S it S e e e B St S e S S B o e ——

FRIENDS,

ON TEE EVE OF THE 43RD REPUBLIC DAY, THE DAY ON WHICH,

WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA HAD TAKEN THE OATH OF FREEDOM AND PUT
INTO OPERATION THE CONSTITUTION OF FREE INDIA..... ; IS TRULY A
PROUD AND MOMENTOUS OCASSION FOR THIS ’SEVAK’ TO PRESENT MUSIC
LOVERS A DELVE INTO THE "DESH BHAKTI" MELODIES FROM HINDUSTANI
FEATURE FILMS OF THE PERIOD 1941-1953;IN AN ATTEMPT TO UNRAVEL
THE BLEND AND UNISON OF MUSIC AND POETRY IN INSPIRING AND
DEDICATING THE WILL OF THE MASSES TO THE CAUSE OF FREEDOM.
25TH JANUARY 1992, S .JAYRAMAN .

TSt ———— e - —_—————

DESH BHAKTI - HINDI FILM SONGS (1941-1953)
EXPLANATION - RECORD NUMBER / MATRIX NUMBER / SONG TITLE

FILM & YEAR / SINGER / LYRIC / MUSIC COMPOSER.

S v o e 0 — . —

1) COLUMBIA GE 27285 / CEI 52240-41 / MERE WATAN SEY / LADKI(1953)
LATA MANGESHKAR / RAJINDER KISHAN / R.SUDERSHAN & DHANIRAM.

2) COLUMBIA GE 2849 / CEI 23783 / SWARGA SE SUNDER / BEAUTIFUL
INDIA (1945) PARESH BANERJEE & CHORUS / FAIYAZZ HASHMI
SUSHANT BANERJEE.

3) HMV N 26854 / OMK 3477 / DILLI TERE KILLE PAR / " 1857 " (1346}
CHORUS / SHEVAN RIZVI / SAJJAD HUSSAIN,

4) HMV N 35585 / OML 5230 / YEHI HAI INQUILAB / AAKHARI PAIGAM
(1949) / VINODKUMAR, SHAMSHAD BEGUM & CHORUS / MAHMUD "SAROSH"
/ ABID HUSSAIN & S. BANERJEE. .

5) HMV N 26192 / OMC 3351 / DUR HATO / KISMAT (1943) / CHORUS
PRADEEP / ANIL BISWAS.

6) HMV N 14765 / OMF 9649 / BHARAT KE RAHANEVALO / BHAI (1944)
ZEENAT BEGUM & CHORUS / SHATIR GAZNAVI / GHULAM HAIDER.

7) COLUMBIA GE 3757 / CEI 26666 / WATAN KI AMANAT / RUPA (1946)/
MOHAMMED RAFI, SHAMSHAD BEGUM & CHORUS / I.C.KAPUR / GOVINDRAM.

8) HMV N 35463 / OML 5080 / WATAN KI RAAH / SHAHEED (1948) / MOHAMMED
RAFI KHAN MASTANA & CHORUS / RAJA MEHDI ALI KHAN / GHULAM HAIDER.

9) HMV P 11899 / OMC 23615 / TU DAR NA ZARA / ANJANGAD (1948) /
PANKAJ MALIK / PANDIT BHUSHAN / R,C.BORAL.

10) HMV N 26586 / OME 3565-66 / ALLAH HO AKBAR / CHAL CHAL RE

NAUJAWAN (1944) / ASHOK KUMAR & CHORUS / PRADEEP / GHULAM HAIDER.

11) HMV N 26832 / OMK 3583 / HUM TODENGE / GOKUL (1946) / CHORUS
/ QAMAR JALALABADI / SUDHIR PHADKE,



12) HMV N 26280 / OMD 4679 / KAB TAK RAHENGE / BADALTI DUNIA (1943)
/ AMIRBAI KARNATAKI & KHAN MASTANA / MOHAN SINHA / KHAN MASTANA.

13) COLUMBIA GE 3563 / CEI 23972 / KYUN CHHALKE / DUNIA TUMHARI HAT
(1942) / ISHWARLAL KAPUR / S.N.TRIPATHI.

1) HMV N 26582 / OME 3604-05 / AYA TOOFAN / CHAL CHAL RE NAUJAWAN
(1944) / RAFIQ GAZANAVI & SHAMSHAD BEGUM / PRADEEP / GHULAM HAIDER.

2) HMV N 26928 / OMK 3509 / BHARAT KE RAHANEWALE / MITTI (1947)
/ KHURSHID & CHORUS / NAZIM PANJPATI / LAL MOHAMMED.

3) COLUMBIA GE 3763 / CEI 26670 / AYE DUNIYA / KAMALA (1946)
/ NEELKANTH TIWARI / JNAN DUTT.

4) HMV N 35736 / OMR 760 / MAANG RAHA HAI / BARZAR (1949) / QAMAR
JALALABADI / SHYAM SUNDER.

5) YOUNG INDIA GP:1041 / NG 4434 / MADHOJI / MALA (1941) / MISS
BRIJMALA / D.N.MADHOK / NAUSHAD ALI,

6) HMV N 26731 / OMK 3227 / DOOBTE BHARAT KO / PARINDE (1945)
/ ZOHRA / RAM MURTI / GOBINDRAM,

7) COLUMBIA GE 5124 / CEI 22616 / MATA MATA / TAQDEER (1943) /
RAJKUMARI/RAFIQ GAZNAVI & CHORUS / MEHRUL KADRI / RAFIQ
GAZNAVI.

8) HMV N 35463 / OML 5081 / WATAN KI RAAH / SHAHEED (1948) /
MOHAMMED RAFI / RAJA MEHDI ALI KHAN / GHULAM HAIDER.

9) HMV N 35979 / OMC 7988 / SHAHEEDON TUMKO / BAZAR (1949) /
MOHAMMED RAFI / QAMAR JALALABADI / HUSNALAL BHAGATRAM.

10) HMV N 19058 / OMS 134 / ALWIDA /SHAHIDA (1950) / MUNAWAR
SULTANA & CHORUS / HAKIM AHMAD SHUJA / G.A.CHISTI.

11) HINDUSTAN H 1429 / OMC 24298-99 / LUT TA HAI WATAN / AZADI
KE BAAD (1951) / ASIT BARAN / M.RAZI BENARASI / K.P.SEN.

12) COLUMBIA VE 2533 / CEI 26055 / BADHATE CHALO / HUM RAHI (1945)
/ CHORUS / MUNSHI ZAKIR HUSSAIN / R.C.BORAL.

13) HMV N 26928 / OMK 3646 / SAARI DUNIA SE / MITTI (1947) /
REWASHANKAR, PUTUL CHATTERJI / QAMAR JALALABADI / PAIGANKAR.




DETAILS OF THE RECORDS PLAYED BY MR,.PRABHAKAR DATAR ON
FEBRUARY 22,1992 AT KURLA,BOMBAY." CLASSICAL MUSIC AND THE
POPULAR SONGS "

EXPLANATION - RECORD LABEL & THE CATALOG NUMBER / MATRIX
NUMBER / SONG TITLE / RAGA, STYLE, DRAMA / ARTIST, SINGER.

e T S S e e e e oy O S S e R et S S S SEN RS VRN M e S e S S e

1) BEKA GRAND RECORD 1535 / - / TUMHA TO SHANKAR SUKHKAR HO
/ SAUBHADRA / PURSHOTTAM,

2) EMV P 7826 / G.C.-20-12568 / NOHE HA PAVAN / MRUCHHAKATIK /
MASTER VISHNU

3) BEKA GRAND RECORD 20070 / - / SULABH MANI GANA / MOOKNAYAK
/ BAL GANDHARVA.

4) HMV P 1169 / 8-13603 / PIHARAVA NE HARI / YAMAN /
JOHARABAT

5) HMV P 9274 / G.C.-23-12526 / HA TAKMAK PAHI / MANAPAMAN /
BAL GANDHARVA.

6) GRAMOPHONE CONCERT RECORD G.C.-8-12129 / HAMSE NA BOLO
/ DADRA MAUJUDDIN KHAN.

7) BROADCAST B-3023 / JM 1767 / HAMSE NA BOLO / DADRA /
PEARASAHER .

B) ZONOPHONE X-3-102387 / NAHI MI BOLAT NATHA / MANAPAMAN
/ KRISHNARAO.

9) HMV G.C.8-13239 / CHHANDO CHHANDOJI / BHOOP DADRA / MALKA
JAN .

10) EMV P 9281 / G.C.-23-12540 / GEYAHO PYAHO SURA HI /
VIDYAHARAN / MASTER VISHNU.

11) HMV N 6191 / OEB 2703 / CHHEANDO CHHANDOJI - INSTRUMENT-
CHHOMBHI / BHOOP DADRA / MANAHAR BARVE,

12) HMV P 9691 / 24-12039 / PIYAKAR DHAR / DESH / MASTER
KRISHNA.

13) ZONOPHONE N 763 / X-3-102977 / MADHUKAR VAN VAN PHIRAT /
VIDYAHARAN / BAL GANDHARVA.

14) EMV P 174 / G.C.-3-13014 / TAN MAN KI / - /GAUHAR JAN.

15) ODEON A 245001 / Ke 5 / KAUN TARHASE / HORI KAFI / SUNDRA
BAI.

16) HMV P 5045 / 16 - 12201 / RUPBALI TO / SWAYAMVAR / BAL
GANDHEARVA.

17) HMV P 13379 / BD 8527 / DIL BEKARAR TUNE / GAZAL /SUNDRA
BAI.



18)

19)
20)

21)

22)

23)

24)

25)

26)

27)

28)

29)

30)

31)

32)

33)

34)

35)

HMV P 4689 / G.C.16-12548 / KASHI YA TYAJU PADALA / EKACH
PYALA / BALGANDHARVA.

HMV P 1783 / 9-13367 / TO SE BACHAN DE / - / JANKI BAI.

HMV P10738 / OJW 2297 / SUR SANGAT / TILAK KAMOD / KESAR
BAI.

ODEON A 245112 b / KE117 / PYARE JINKAVA / YAMAN / PANDIT
NAGARKAR .

HMV P 13536 / 80-3892 / NOHE SUKHMAYA / UGRA MANGAL /
MASTER DEENANATH.

ODEON SA 3054 / S 1328 / DHUNDU BA RE SAINYA / NAND / AZAM
BAI.

HMV N 5005 / 80-5446 / UDIT NAV TARA / FROM DRAMA-SAJJAN /
BAPURAO PENDHARKAR.

HMV N 5744 / OC 6410 / MANME MOHAN BIRAJE / TILAK KAMOD /
SAWAI GANDHARVA.

COLUMBIA GE 3586 / CEI 21476 / NURLE MANAS UDAS / FROM
DRAMA - KANHOPATRA / RAM MARATHE.

COLUMBIA GE 3242 / CEI 19138 / MANO PUJA MERI / BHAJAN /
MASTER KRISHNA RAO.

YOUNG INDIA MP 563 / PF 1576 / VANDIT RADHA BALA / FROM
THE MARATHI FILM - GOPAL KRISHNA / SHANTA APTE.

ODEON SB 22329 / S 1093 / DEV DAYE PATI HOYA / FROM THE
MARATHI DRAMA - KANHOPATRA / DURGA RAM.

HMV N 25141 / OMK 4363 / DHUND KARI JAGI / BHAVGEET /
CHHOTA GANDHARVA.

ODEON A 245076 / KE 246 / PRABHU NAM MUDRANKINTA / BHAIRVI
/ GOVINDRAO TEMBE. (HARMONIUM)

ODEON SA 3036 / S 677 / PRABHU NAM MUDRANKINTA / FROM THE
MARATHI DRAMA - TULSIDAS / SHANKARRAO SARNAIK.

ODEON SB 2182 / S 1827 / BANAO BATIYA / BHAIRVI / KUMAR
GANDHARVA.

ODEON A 245053 / KE 45 / ASARA PASARA / BHAIRVI / HIRABAI
BADODEKAR .

ODEON SR 5007 / RS 1614 / BHARAT VAKYA / FROM THE MARATHI
DRAMA - SAUBHADRA. / LONDHE, BANDOPANT SOHANI & OTHERS.

s e e e s v v




DETAILS OF THE RECORDS PLAYED BY MR.S.A.SUKHTANKAR ON MARCH
28,1992 IN THE PROGRAMME " OLD MARATHI BHAVGEETE "

EXPLANATION - RECORD LABEL & CATALOGUE NUMBER / MATRIX NUMBER
/ SONG TITLE / SINGER / LYRIC / COMPOSER.

1) ODEON SA 3084 / S 2381 / UPAVANI GAAT KOKILA / MRS.HIRABAI
BADODEKAR / MR.V.S.DESAI / MRS.HIRABAI BADODEKAR.

2) LOTUS S 1009 / D 1456 / JHADAKARI BHOOVARI YEI GA / MISS
PRAMILA BAKHALE / MASTER KRISHNA / MASTER KRISHNA.

3) VENUS OM 341 / V 1658 / MOHA MANA LAWI KITI / MENAKA / - /

4) HMV N 5283 / OMD 1701 / RAMALA KUTHE GA KANHA / MISS LEELA
LIMAYE / S.A.SHUKLA / - /

5) HMV N 15135 / OML 2983 / ZIM ZIM PAUS PADATO / VASANTI /
KUMAR SANJEEV / - /.

6) HMV N 25241 / OML 5464 / PHANDYAVARI BANDHILE GA MULININ
HINDOLE / GAJANAN WATVE / G.D.MADGULKAR / - /

7) HMV N 15037 / OMD 3066 / RAJASA JASHIL TU MANDIRA /
MRS . SANJEEVANI MARATHE / MRS.SANJEEVANI MARATHE.

8) COLUMBIA GE 8229 / CEI 42272 / CHAMPAKA DHARISHI KITI
CHARUTA / MRS.SUDHANA GOKHALE / MR.VASANT RAJOPADHYE.

9) COLUMBIA GE 8483 / CEI 29226 / VAJAVI PAVA GOVIND /
MRS .MANIK VARMA (DADARKAR) / G.D.MADGULKAR / SUDHIR PHADKE

10) HMV N 15071 / OML 1486 / KITI BAI MADHUR KALIKA HI /
MR.J.L.RANADE / S.A.SHUKLA

11) HMV N 45010 / OJW 1379 - IBTR / JHALI PAHAT / MRS.JYOTSNA
BHOLE / RAJA BADHE / P.L.DESHPANDE

12) HMV N 15206 / OML 3104 / MAJHYA AANGANI ME RANGALE
DANGALE / KUM.SHANTA APTE / PRABHAKAR G.GUPTE.

13) COLUMBIA GE 8269 / CEI 42408 / UMBARTHYAVARI MAAP THEVILE
/ SAROJ VELINGKAR / MANMOHAN NATU.

14) HMV N 15011 / OMD 2514 / CHAL RANAT SAJANA / G.N.JOSHI /
S.A.SHUKLA.

15) COLUMBIA GE 3918 / CEI 24196 / JADUGAR NAYAN TUJHE /
MASTER SURESH / S.A.SHUKLA.

16) HMV N 5136 / OMC 1917 / AAICHA CHAKULA CHIMUKLA / GANDHARI
HANGAL / B.V.VARERKAR.,

17) HMV N 15212 / OML 3682 / HALAKECH KALYANO UMALA /
SHANTABAI HUBLIKAR / G.D.MADGULKAR.
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18)

19)

20)

21)

22)

23)

24)

25)

26)

27)

28)

29)

30)

COLUMBIA GE 8295 / CEI 29144 / AANGANAT KHELE RAJA RANGA
RANGUNI / MISS MALATI PANDE / ASHA GAVANKAR.

COLUMBIA GE 8741 / CEI 60484 - IBTRA / MAMA HRIDAYACHI
LALIT RAGINI / PANDITRAO NAGARKAR / G.K.DATAR.

HMV HT 41 / 2MC-510.1 / SAJANARE SAANJ JHALI / G.N.JOSHI /
N.G.DESHPANDE.

HMV N 15007 / OMD 2097-2 / GADE BOLE NA VANMALI / MISS
LEELA LIMAYE / S.A.SHUKLA.

HMV N 15056 / OML 1464 / CHHEDUNIYA HRIDAYA VEENA JADUGARA
/ MISS KANCHANMALA SHIRODKAR / S.A.SHUKLA.

HMV N 25139 / OMH 9921 / PRABHU HASALA KUNI DEKHILA /
KAUSALYA MANJESHWAR / G.K.DATAR

HMV N 5087 / OE 6147 / JAHALYA TEENHI SANJA / G.N.JOSHI
/ A.B.DESHPANDE ALIASKAVI ANIL.

COLUMBIA GE 8391 / CEI 21867 / MAINA MADHUR MADHUR VACH
BOL / MRS.SARASWATI RANE / S.A.SHUKLA / SHRIDHAR PARSEKAR.

HMV N 15195 / OML 3533 / AANTARICHYA APURYA ASHA /
BHANUMATI KANSA.

HMV N 5291 / OMF 7455 / HI RAAT SAVAT BAI / MALLIKARJUN
MANSOOR / H.P.JOSHI.

HMV N 15030 / OMD 2565 / KUNALA PREM MAGAVE / MASTER
BASAVRAJ / S.A.SHUKLA.

COLUMBIA GE 3407 / CEI 18914 / TUJ KAY SANGU SAVLYA /
PRAMILA JADHAV / RAJA BADHE.

ODEON SB 2381 / S 2531 / VAAT PAHATE RADHA BALA / VINODINI
DESAI / D.S.DIXIT / D.S.DIXIT.
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SIRC NEWS FROM SOLAPUR
BY - MR.MOHAN SOHONI,MR.ASHOK THOBDE,MR.JAYANT RALERASKAR

& MR.SUNIL DESHPANDE.

It was long desired to begin SIRC activities at Solapur.
Mr.Ashok Thobde had already become a member of Bombay
organisation followed by Mr.M.A.Sohoni. There was also an
informal group of music lovers & record collectors at Solapur
who used to meet ocassionally to listen together music of
common interest. Mr.M.A.sohoni met Mr.Suresh Chandvankar at
Bombay & proposed an idea of SIRC branch at Solapur. As a
result an inagural function was organised at Solapur in
February 1992.

. On February 8,Mr.Suresh Chandvankar,Secretary,SIRC Bombay
came to Solapur for the function. He delivered an Illustrated
talk on " Preserving the Musical Past of India through O01d
Gramophone Records " with the help of colour slides & recorded
music from pre-cinema & pre-radio era. This inagural function
was attended by over one hundred & fifty persons & the idea of
such a Society was well accepted by the music lovers & the
record collectors.

On the following day i.e.on February 9, a video programme
based on the history of the old Hindi Film Songs was shown to
about two hundred persons. Both the programmes were
appreciated by music lovers from Solapur. Both these
programmes were held at the JIVHALA premises & we are thankful
to the authorities for allowing us to use their premises & the
equipments.

Inspired by the success of our first programme,we
organised another successful programme on February 29,1992 at
the Jivhala school premises. This programme was based on the
records of the famous singer Talat Mahmood. The selection of
the songs was superb & the attendance was amazing. The records
prlayed were from all formats viz.L.P.’s,E.P.’s,and 78’s. The
songs selected were from the following films -

Subah Ka Tara,Aarzu,Parchhai,Naubahar,Jasus,Sangdil,Babul
Yasmin,Jan Pahachan,Waris,Sagail,Shahanai,Bevafa,Patita,Tarana
Foot Path,Chor Bazar,Anmol Ratan,Susheela,Kinare Kinare,Chandi
Ki Deevar,Dile Nadan,Taxi Driver,Laila Majnu,Jahan Aara.

The success of all these programmes is because of the
active participation of all our friends,well wishers & the
music lovers. We are thankful to all of them. Our special
thanks are due to Shree Pore Brothers & to Shree Rajmane Sir &
we hope to receive same co-operation from all of you in future.
WE ARE LOOKING FOR THE INFORMATION ABOUT - MEHJUBIN ALIAS
MEHBOOBJAN OF SOLAPUR,KRISHNA SOLAPURKAR,TARABAI OF SOLAPUR
WHO HAVE CUT 78 RPM RECORDS. PLEASE SEND ALL DETAILS TO -
MR.JAYANT RALERASKAR,154 A,’NIRZAR’BUNGALOW,INDIRA NAGAR,
VIJAPUR ROAD,SOLAPUR - 413 004.

15



POSTER & LOGO PREPARED BY PROF.SHREEKANT DESHPANDE VICE
PRESIDENT,SIRC,NANDED FOR THE»INAGURAL FUNCTION.
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AN INVITATION CARD FOR THE INAGURAL FUNCTION FOR THE SIRC
NANDED BRANCH - MARCH 1992f

AUDIENCE AT THE INAGURAL FUNCTION OF SIRC,NANDED BRANCH.
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SIRC NEWS FROM NANDED
BY - MR.P.T.SHASTRI,MR.PRABHURAJ KYLKARNI ,MR.FATESIBHAI THAKKAR

& PROF.SHREEKANT DESHPANDE.

As reported in the last issue of TRN, the Nanded branch -
the first branch of SIRC has begun to function from September
1991. The committee consists of the following office bearers -
President - P.T.Shastri, Vice President - Prof.S5.K.Deshpande
Hon.Secretary - Prabhuraj Kulkarni, Treasurer - Fatesibhai
Thakkar.

Nanded branch organised following programmes during
January - March 1992 -

1) On January 5,1992 - Punyatithi of Late C.Ramchandra,a
famous composer of Hindi Film Songs - a programme of pre
recorded film songs of C.Ramchandra was organised. Large
number of music lovers came for the programme at Devidas
Bhavan,Godateer Samachar,Shivaji Nagar,Nanded. Songs played
were compiled by Mr.P.T.Shastri,& were from the films -

Jindagi Aur Maut,Aanchal,Navrang,Safar,Sajan,Sindur,Azad
Barish,Asha,Samadhi,Shahanai,Sargam,Anarkali,Nau Shervane Adil
Parchai,Shin Shinaki Bubla Bu,Devta,Amardeep,Nirala,Sangeeta
Sagai,Gharkul ,Albela,Ghunghru,Yasmin etc.

2) Pandit Kumar Gandharva passed away in January 1992. As
a tribute to him & as a Shradhhanjali we organised a programme
at the residence of Mr.P.T.Shastri in which some of his best
records were played viz. Asavari,Meera Bhajan,Shankara &
Bhairvi - Prabhu Aaji Gamala Mani Toshala. This programme was
organised on January 13,1992,

3) In March we invited Mr.Suresh Chandvankar Hon.Secretary
SIRC,Bombay & Mr.Prabhakar Datar,Kurla,Bombay for the inagural
function of SIRC,Nanded.

On March 21,Suresh Chandvankar gave an illustrated talk
on SIRC activities with the help of slides & the audio
recordings. On March 22 ,Mr.Prabhakar Datar presented a
programme titled - 0ld Marathi Film Songs (1930 - 1960) in
which about 35 pre-recorded songs were played on the audio
cassette. Mr.Datar gave interesting information before
presenting each song. The selection of the songs was superb &
it gave lot of new information to the audience present. These
songs were new to young listeners whereas it refreshed the
memories of the senior persons.

Both the programmes were organised at the Gujrathi High
School & were attended by over 150 persons. Mr.Rajendra
Patankar of All India Radio (AIR), Nanded covered both the
programmes & also the interviews of Mr.Chandvankar & Mr.Datar.
The report & the interviews were broadcast from AIR Nanded in
April. Also the local press gave publicity to all the
programmes. We are thankful to all music lovers & friends. Our
special thanks are due to Mr.Ramesh Rasal of Gadatir Samachar.
**% PRABHURAJ KULKARNI,HARI KUNJ,SHREENAGAR,NANDED - 431 602.
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DETAILS OF THE RECORDS PLAYED BY MR.PRABHAKAR DATAR AT NANDED

ON MARCH 21,1992 IN THE PROGRAMME - " MARATHI FILM SONGS (1930

- 1960) " AT THE SIRC,NANDED BRANCH FUNCTION.

EXPLANATION - RECORD LABEL & CATALOGUE NUMBER / MATRIX NUMBER

/ SONG TITLE / FILM & (YEAR) / SINGER / LYRIC / COMPOSER.

1) HMV N 5860 / OMH 2547 / AADI PURUSH NARAYAN / AYODHYECHA
RAJA (1932) / VASANT DESAI / - / GOVINDRAO TEMBE.

2) HINDUSTAN M.P. & V.SYNDICATE LTD. H 223 / HSB 453 / BHAVE
VARITA GOSEVELA / SHYAMSUNDER (1932) / SHAHU MODAK /
BHALJI PENDHARKAR / BAPURAO KETKAR.

3) HMV N 5154 / OMH 2492 / HE DAYAGHANA / BHAKTA PRALHAD
(1933) / RATNAPRABHA / - / ANNASAHEB MAINKAR / TABLA - BY
TIRKWA.

4) YOUNG INDIA MM 7140 / NG 1473 / SUHASYA TUZE (BADHANS) /
KRISHNARJUN YUDHHA (1934) / MASTER DEENANATH / S.B.SHASTRI
/ MASTER DEENANATH.

5) HMV N 5818 / OMC 1832 / BARSAT BARASATI HAI / VIJAYACHI
LAGNE (1936) / BAPURAO PENDHARKAR / - / - /.

6) ODEON SB 2206 / S 2165 / HANSARYA GOJIRYA / PRATIBHA
(1936) / DURGA KHOTE / GOVINDRAO TEMBE / GOVINDRAO TEMBE.

7) THE TWIN FT 5613 / OMD 827 / CHAL YE SAJANI GUMPHU HAAR /
PREMVEER (1936) / MASTER VINAYAK & SARDARBAI / ATRE /
ANNASAHEB MAINKAR.

8) HMV N 5212 / OMD 49 / YA HO GHYAHO KUNI MAZI / DHARMAVEER
(1936) / RATNAPRABHA / ATRE / ANNASAHEB MAINKAR.

9) ODEON SB 2340 / S 2375 / HA PREM VISHACHA PYALA / SAUNGADI
(1938) / MADHURANI / VARERKAR / GOVINDRAO TEMBE.

10) HMV N 5287 / OME 3257 / PREM VEDI BALIKA / DEVATA (1939) /
MEENAKSHI / KHANDEKAR / DADA CHANDEKAR.

11) THE TWIN FT 5984 / OML 615 / ACHAL TAYANCHI ANUPAM PRITI /
SUKHACHA SHODH (1939) / JOG / - / D.P.KORGAONKAR.

12) HMV N 15074 / OML 1917 / AANGANAT PHULALYA JAIJUI /
PAYACHI DASI (1941) / SARASWATI RANE / ATRE / MAINKAR.

13) HMV N 26037 / OML 2775 / NACHE SANGEET, TARANA / SARKARI
PAHUNE (1942) / V.S.JOG / YESHWANT / DATTA DAWAJEKAR.

14) HMV N 15143 / OML 3072 / TE HAVET MAJHE MALA / TUJHACH
(1942) / SNEHAPRABHA PRADHAN / - / DADA CHANDEKAR.

15) THE TWIN FT 15570 / OMD 4674 / BAYAKO AALI AAJ PARTUN /
BAILVEDA (1943) / RAGHUNATH / ATRE / GHAMMANKHAN.
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16)

17)

18)

19)

20)

21)

22)

23)

24)

25)

26)

27)

28)

29)

30)

HMV N 15201 / OML 3387 / ME MHANEN TUJLA DADYA / CHIMUKLA
SANSAR (1943) / LATA MANGESHKAR / BABURAO GOKHALE / DATTA
DAWAJEKAR .

YOUNG INDIA RKP 158 / RK 168 / AAMHI DUNIYECHE RAJE /
BHAKTICHA MALA (1944) / MASTER KRISHNARAO / S.A.SHUKLA /
MASTER KRISHNARAO.

HMV N 25017 / OMH 9416 / BHARALYA GHARI YA WATATE / CHUL
AANI MUL (1947) / BIMBA / BEDEKAR / RAMCHANDRA CHITALKAR.

HMV N 25007 / OMK 3745 / JA JA SAKHI / KUBER (1947) /
P.L.DESHPANDE / M.G.RANGANEKAR / SHREEDHAR PARSEKAR.

HMV N 25066 / OMK 4142 / MANORATHA CHAL TYA NAGARILA /
SEETA SWAYAMVAR (1948) / MALATI PANDE / G.D.MADGULKAR /
SUDHIR PHADKE.

COLUMBIA GE 8141 / CEI 19977 / EK BHABADI MAINARANI /
VANDE MATARAM (1948) / MANIK DADARKAR / G.D.MADGULKAR /
SUDHIR PHADKE.

YOUNG INDIA RKP 184 / RK 544 / HATA TATANE PATA / RAMJOSHI
(1947) / JAYRAM SHILEDAR / RAMJOSHI / VASANT DESAI.

HMV N 25118 / OMR 849 / JAGA MILEL KA HO SHEJARI / JAGA
BHADYANE DENE AAHE (1949) / PANDITRAO NAGARKAR / BABURAO
GOKHALE / DATTA DAWAJEKAR.

HMV N 25192 / OMR 1177 / KUNI MHANEL VEDA TULA / DEV
PAVALA (1950) / MANIK DADARKAR / G.D.MADGULKAR /
P.L.DESHPANDE.

HMV N 25209 / OJE 63 -Tl / NARADA VASATO MI TETHE / NAVARA
BAYAKO (1950) / JOG / G.D.MADGULKAR / P.L.DESHPANDE.

SWARGANGA SG 1004 / PFT 907 / LANGADA GA BAI LANGADA /
SAUBHAGYA (1953) / SAU.LALITA PHADKE & OTHERS /
G.D.MADGULKAR / P.L.DESHPANDE.

HMV N 62286 / OJW 4633 / PRANSAKHE PRIYAKARE /
AANANTPHANDI (1958) / RAM MARATHE / D.K.KANE / VASANT
PAWAR.

HMV N 62280 / OJW 4566 / RASIKA GAU KONATE GEET /
PATIVRATA (1959) / BHIMSEN JOSHI / MADHUSUDAN KALELKAR /
RAM KADAM.

HMV N 62002 / OJE 2224 / MAJHI BUDAVU NAKO PRABHU HODI /
HI MAJHI LAXMI (1951) / ASHA BHOSLE / ATRE / VASANT DESAI.

HMV N 62256 / OJE 12180 / KAL CHALALA PUDHE / DON GHADICHA
DAO (1958) / MANNA DEY / - / VASANT PAWAR.
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AN APPEAL - For DISCOGRAPHICAL Information

A comprehensive discography is being prepared for a future edition of The
Record News on the famous multi-lingual vocalist - Miss GAUHAR JAN - whose
recordings would be known to most serious record collectors.

Miss GAUHAR JAN made several recordings for most Indian record labels that
operated in India up to 1915. Her most famous and well known recordings
were taken by The Gramophone & Typewriter, Ltd., and its successor company
in India - The Gramophone Co., Ltd., Calcutta, between 1902 and 1913.

The recordings taken of Miss GAUHAR JAN by both 'Gramophone' companies
were issued on - GRAMOPHONE RECORD (7"), GRAMOPHONE CONCERT RECORD (10"),
and GRAMOPHONE MONARCH RECORD (12") between 1903 and 1915. Those records
still on the catalogues of The Gramophone Co., Ltd., at the end of 1915,
were transferred to HIS MASTER'S VOICE label and reissued in the E series
(7"), P series (10") and K series (12") and most of these reissues
remained on the catalogues throughout the 1920's. A couple of these HIS
MASTER'S VOICE issues were - transferred to the TWIN record label in the
early 1930's and remained on' the catalogues for a number of years.

The details of nearly every recording made by Miss GAUHAR JAN for the
'Gramophone' labels IS known and has been annotated. However Miss GAUHAR
JAN had been recorded by several other recording companies between 1904
and up to 1915. Some of the other record companies that she provided
recordings for are: The Nicole Record Co., Ltd., -~ issued on NICOLE RECORD
in (possibly) both 7" and 10" - single-side and double-sided discs. The
James Manufacturing Coy., - issued on JAMES OPERA RECORD and possibly the
JAMES OPERAPHONE RECORD as 10" single-side issues. Some of the 'James'
single-side issues may have been reissued on the SINGER RECORD, which also
had a number of recordings recorded and issued on the SINGER RECORD (10'")
double-sided discs. Miss GAUHAR JAN's recordings are also to be found on
the SUN DISC RECORD label of The Sun Record Co., Bombay., recorded in
about 1909 - which may also have been reissued from another source - or
original recordings. There are also a number of recordings by Miss GAUHAR
JAN on the (vertical cut) Disque PATHE and PATHEPHONE 1labels issued by
The Pathephone India Co., Calcutta. These 'Pathe' discs are 11" in size
and play from the centre out to the edge, and although copies of Miss
GAUHAR JAN's discs have been located on all of the other record labels -
the 'Pathe' discs seem to be the rarest.

Miss GAUHAR JAN may also have provided recordings for the BEKA GRAND
RECORD, (8", 10" and 12"), ODEON RECORD (7%", 10%" and 12") and has also
been reported to have given recordings for the ROYAL RECORD of Mukherjee
& Mukharji in 1908, and possibly the BINAPANI DISC RECORD. There could be
other record labels as well that have yet to be discovered or reported.

Readers and record collectors are requested to report any of their
holdings of Miss GAUHAR JAN - particularly on labels other than the many
'*Gramophone' issues - IN COMPLETE DETAIL - to the Secretary - SIRC.

Professor Sharad Mehta of Nadiad is preparing some data and biographical
information towards a history of this famous vocalist which will accompany
the discography - along with some VERY rare and interesting photographs of
the artist.

Suresh Chandvankar 1is also proposing to hold a seminar to celebrate 90
years of 'Miss GAUHAR JAN's recordings' in December of this year - so SIRC
would like to see the GAUHAR JAN discography -~ published in The Record
News - well before the seminar. PLEASE CONTRIBUTE to this appeal so that
all record collectors and music lover's may benefit from the effort and
honour this great artist - Miss GAUHAR JAN.

n
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READING INDIAN RECORD LABELS
by
MICHAEL S. KINNEAR

Part Five - PATHE and PATHEPHONE

'PATHE' or 'PATHEPHONE' as a disc record label in India is one of the
rarest of disc records to feature an Indian repertoire. The first PATHE
disc records with an Indian Repertoire were placed on the market in India
in March 1908, and although these PATHE disc records were the first disc
records to bear the name - the actual recordings had been in circulation
in India - as cylinder recordings - some possibly dating back to as early
as 1900 - that had formerly been 'private' recordings taken by Hemendra
Mohan Bose. Pathe Freres of Paris had been active in India since the late
1890's although their primary interest in India was with the sales and
distribution of cinema equipment, for which Calcutta was but one of their
branch offices in Asia with other sales and distribution offices were
located at Singapore, Hong Kong, Shanghai and Tokyo.

The business relationship between H. Bose and Pathe Freres of Paris is a
complex and interesting story which deserves to be narrated separately,
particularly in that Hemendra Mohan Bose may be considered to be the
founder of the 'indiginous' sound recording industry in India, so with
this article we shall be concentrating upon the activities of Pathe Freres
of Paris and its corporate interests in India as a separate entity in the
context of the sound recording industry of India.

Charles and Emile PATHE

Charles Pathe had decided to enter the phonographr trade in 1894 after
witnessing an exhibition of an Edison phonograph at a fair in Vincennes,
near Paris, and having also acquired an Edison Kinetoscope began to
develope a business which soon ran short of capital and might have folded
were it not for his brother Emile who came to the rescue with financial
support which soon led to the foundation of a firm named Pathe Freres, on
about 13 June 1895 with a capital of 4000 francs.

On 28 December 1897, the firm of Pathe Freres was re-organized into a
new company named 'La Compagnie Generale de Cinematographes, Phonographes
et Pellicules' with a capital of 1,000,000 francs. This company was the
fountain-head of a number of businesses and companies to be associated
with the name 'Pathe' which featured a 'cock' as its trademark. With the
headquarters of the company located at 98 rue Richelieu, and salesrooms at
26 Boulevard des Italiens, Paris, a studio and workshops at Vincennes and
a factory at Chatou, on the eastern outskirts of Paris.

By 10 December 1900 the original company known as 'La Compagnie Generale
de Cinematographes, Phonographes et Pellicules' had amalgamated with yet
another company named 'La Manufacture Francaise d'Appariels de Precision'
to become known as 'La Compagnie Generale de Phonographes, Cinematographes
et Appariels de Precision' - that is commonly called 'Pathe Freres of
Paris, by which time the organization had already established a presence
in Asia in the name of Messrs Pathe Phono Cinema Chine Co., with the main
office located in Shanghai, and branches in Hong Kong and Singapore.

As far as is known Pathe Freres did not have their own branch office
established in India until 1905, but were represented through J.F. Madan &
Co., 5 Dharamtalla Street, Calcutta, for cinema products and through H.
Bose, 62 Bow Bazar Street, Calcutta for their phonograph products. A
representative agent of Pathe Freres of Paris is thought to have been
residing at 55 Bentinck Street, Calcutta, in rooms above the English
Masonic Hall at the same address. The identity of this agent has not been
discovered, but by 1905, Pathe Freres, and The French Motor Car and
Electric Co., are known to have been operating from the Masonic Building.
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J.F. MADAN

Jamshedji Framji Madan had a number of business interests in Calcutta and
elsewhere of which his cinema and theatrical businesses were amongst his
most important. J.F. Madan & Co.'s main offices were located in the same
building at 5 Dharamtalla Street, that included the Corinthian Hall, the
artists of which had made a substantial contribution to the first
recording sessions held by The Gramophone & Typewriter, Ltd., under the
leadership of Frederick William Gaisherg during Nevember and December of
1903, J.F. Madan although being one of the most prominent entrepreneurs
in the theatrical and cinema activities in Calcutta, had not been as Lkeen
to develop the sound recording side of cultural life in Calcutta, which
became the providence - as far as Pathe Freres' interests were concerned -
of H. Bose. Thus the representation of Pathe Freres business interests in
India were divided between two very competitive businesses.,

H. BOSE

Hemendra Mohan Bose had been actively taking recordings of some well
respected literary figures such as Rabindra Nath Tagore, Dwijendra Lal
Roy and Kaliprasaenna Katya Bisharad, along with artists associated with
the Star Theatre, located at 76/3 Cornwallis Street. To this list of
artists were added the names of Lal Chand Bural, Purna Kumari Dassi,
and many other prominent artists of the musical world of Calcutta. Within
a couple of years between 1904 and 1906, H. Bose had also added a list of
over two hundred recordings by Hindustanl artists including Miss Zeban Jan
of Jhajhar, Ladli Jan of Delhi, Wazir Jan of Lucknow, and some receordings
by the Sanai Nawaz, Talim HBussain of Lucknow.

These recordings taken and produced - as c¢ylinder records - by H. Bose
are believed to have bheen the very FIRST -~ fully produced and manufactured
records to be marketed in India - although initially the stocks of blank
cylinders actually utilized French manufactured blanks derived from Pathe
Freres. By 1906, H. Bose 1s believed to have been manufacturing his own
blank c¢ylinders, and in doing so became the FIRST 'Swadeshi' manufacturer
of sound recordings in India.

On the surface of matters Pathe Freres had a distinct presence in India
but their representation was through local entrepreneurs which included
J.F. Madan & Co., whose manager Rustom C. Dutiwala was in control of the
rapidly expanding cinema side of +the Pathe Freres interests in India,
while H. Bose in Calcutta, and Valabhdas Runchordas & Co., in Bombay were
responsible for the phonograph and cylinder record aspects of 'Pathe’ in
India.

During 1905 Pathe Freres had 'officially' opened their Indian Branch
office at 55 Bentinck Street, Calcutta, but this office was basically
responsible for the cinema side of activities. Bearing in mind that up
until 1906, Pathe Freres internationally had promoted the sales and
distribution of their phonograph machines known as 'Pathephones' and the
cylinder records of ~various sizes that they utilized, but had not yet
entered inte the manufacture of disc records.

Pathe had been experimenting with disc records for some time but did not
introduce their own disc record until 1906 by which time Pathe Freres had
expanded to multi-national status including factories in Austria, Belgium
and Russia, and branch offices or agents in a large number of countries.
Up to this time Pathe Freres interests in the 'talking machine' trade in
India had been under the auspices of H. Bose and Valabhdas Runchordas,
with the result that they had NO independent repertoire of their own for
India.

rJ
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By the end of 1907, H. Bose had become one of the main 'talking machine’
promoters in India, despite the fact that his cylinder records were
swiftly losing popularity to the ever increasing interest in the disc
playing talking machines and their records promoted by such companies as
The Gramophone & Typewriter, Ltd., Nicole Freres (India) Ltd., Beka Record
G.m.b.H.,, and T.5. Ramchunder and Brothers, all of whom had built up
substantial catalogues of Indian repertoire on disc records.

At about this time Pathe Freres in Calcutta - or more correctly - Pathe
Phono Cinema Chine Co., re-organized their operations in India with the
formation of a new company in the name of The Pathephone & Cinema Co.,
Ltd., and although keeping offices at 55 Bentinck Street, had re-located
their Head Office and Wholesale Depot to rooms within the Opera House,
Calcutta, at 7 Lindsay Street, and with a retail showroom at 179
Dhurrumtalla Street, Calcutta.

H. Bose remained the Wholesale Agent for Bengal and Assam, and the main
retail outlet throughout Indian and Burma, while The Pathephone & Cinema
Co., Ltd., were responsible for the marketing of *'Pathephones' and the non
Indian repertoires of cylinder records throughout India, and appointed
Oakes & {o., Broadway, Madras as their Sole Agents - for all repertoires
for Southern India. For sales and distribution in Western India an office
was opened at 35-37 Hornby Road, Bombay, where J.R. Hormusjee was the
agent in charge.

THE PATHE DISC

The first announcement that "The Pathe Disc'" had arrived in India was
made in an advertisement in 'The Bengalee' on 8 March 1908. This advert
was placed under the name of H. Bose and featured a listing of some twenty
double-sided discs which were little more than reissues of forty titles
that had previously been on the market in India as cylinder records under
the brand name of 'H. Bose's Record'.

[Extract ] THE RISING DISC
Your Favourite Music on the Rising Disc
THE PATHE DISC

Qur Specialty
H. BOSE'S RECORDS ON PATHE DISCS

[See advert: a]

This series of - vertical cut - disc records in a 3500 numerical series
were the first of 'The Pathe Disc' of an Indian repertoire to be marketed
in India and have a number of distinguishing features - as does the entire
range of 'The Pathe Disc' that was manufactured and marketed by Pathe
Freres at the time.

The first announcement of the International repertoire of the Pathe disc
appears in 'The Statesman' for Sunday 12 April 1908, under the heading:
[Extract] WAR DECLARED AT LAST !

Invasion of India by France
French Industry Swamps the Country
Pathe of Paris Revolutionises the Talking Machine Trade

THE PATHEPHONE & CINEMA CO., LD.,
[see advert: b
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The Pathe Disc utilized the ‘wvertical cut' or 'hill and dale' method of
playing as in a cylinder record - and although not the only brand to use
this method - most other makes of disc record utilized the 'lateral cut'
method. The Pathe Disc was reproduced by dubbing from a master cylinder
record pantographically.

To play the Pathe disc a sound box equipped with an unwearable Sapphire
point was required - and although other makes of talking machines - other
than a ‘'Pathephone' could be wused - the special sound box with the
Sapphire point was necessary - while a 'Pathephone' machine could also be
converted to use 'needles' to play other types of disc records.

The Pathe Disc also played - from the centre - outwards to the edge of
the disc. The sizes of these discs were 8% inches, 11 inches, and alsc 14
and 20 inches =~ ©but it is not known if there were ever any Pathe discs
made of an Indian repertoire in these larger sizes.

The selling prices for the Pathe disc were: 2 Rupees for the 8%™ Double
sided Records, 3 Rupees and 12 Annas for the 11" Double-sided Records in
the Indian and International repertoires, but it appears that the selling
price for the 11" inch discs of the Indian repertoire was reduced to just
3 Rupees by the retaillers some months after their introduction.

An advertisement placed in 'The Bengalee' for Sunday 3 May 1908 by The
Pathephone & Cinema Coy., Ltd., also provides the names of their agents:
{Extract] HERE WE ARE

We Have Come ! We Have Come !
Our Records have broken all Records
And no we march Triumphant
We Invite you to call and hear the PATHEPHONE & PATHE RECORDS
[See advert: c]

H. Bose continued to advertise his 'H. BOSE'S RECORDS' separately -
which means that the first releases of the Indian repertoire on disc
records in the 32500 series were alsc available as cylinder records from H.
Bose, who was ‘'manufacturing' these cylinders at his factory at 5 and 6
Shib Narayan Das Lane, Calcutta.

The Indian repertcire of the Pathe
disc record was being manufactured by
Pathe from their factory at Forest, MADE IN BELGIUM
Belgium, and bear the stamping -----—
"Made in Belgium" within a lozenge.

The 3500 series discs did not have paper labels - but have the details
of the recording inscribed in a circular design in the centre of the

disc -~ outlined by a filling of yellowish paint.

Some of these early discs are 'named' or described as being:

a. PATHE - Phono-Cinema-Chine - Bose's Record. ....or alternatively:
b DISQUE PATHE - Phonc-Cinema-Chine - H. Bose's Record.
«vesees.both "Made in Belgium'

The 3500 double-face numerical series alsc had a sub-number which refers
to the original cylinder record number allocated by H. Bose, and some sort
of matrix number which has yet to be determined or understood. The 5000
numerical series did not have a 'double face' number but simply wused the
original cylinder record number for each side.
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The roster of artists that had been recorded by H. Bose included Lal
Chand Bural, Rabindranath Tagore, Debendra Lal Bannerjee, Miss Sushila,
Dwijendra Lal Roy, Heera Lal Biswas, G.G. Gupta (Pani Babu) and Miss Nari
and Miss Basanta and others of the Star Theatre. H. Bose also took
recordings of Peara Sahib, Miss Sitangini (Soukhin), and the famed Ustad
Ramzan Khan - but thus far none of these recordings of Peara Sahib or
Ustad Ramzan Khan - have been located either on cylinder or as reissues on
disc records.

The 3500 series of releases reached at least 3562 - all of which were
reissues of H. Bose's Records, and despite having a much greater profile
in the Indian sound recording industry - The Pathephone & Cinema Co.,
Ltd., had still not undertaken any new recordings of their own. In the
meantime H. Bose +~ while being retained as Pathe's 'broker' for Indian
repertoire had expanded his business in the talking machine trade in India
to take on all other makes of machines and disc records that were being
offered by a number of companies but continued to be the most visibly
agent of Pathe products in India, a situation that continued up until
early 1910, during which time the only 'new' recordings that were added to
the Pathe lists of Indian repertoire were a number of recordings taken of
Miss Manada Sundari Dassi of Calcutta.

The 5000 numerical series 1is known to have reached a coupling of
5130/5031 - two titles by Miss Mohilla, but these are more gaps that known
issues in this 'Hindustani' series to be able to make an accurate or even
fair assessment of this series.

H. Bose is also known to have issued a number of recordings of songs in
the Oriya language but it is not known if any of these Oriya songs were
reissued on disc records.

In their article "Pathe Records in Britain" [Hillandale News, Ko. 171 -
December 1989, page 293] - Len Watts and Frank Andrews make mention that
'Hindus and Malays came to Paris toc make records and were soon followed by
Japanese and Chinese'. I have no idea what these recordings might have
been, or even 1if they were even issued, nor into which series they might
have been allocated numbers, which raises the possibility that some
records of Indian repertoire - but not recorded in India may have been
included in Pathe's releases for the India market.

HAGUE, MOODE & Co.,

It will be noted that amongst The Pathephone & Cinema Co., Ltd's agents
were a firm by the name of Hague, Moode & Co., a general merchant with a
head office at Chandni Chowk, Delhi, and a branch at Lucknow. Hague,
Moocde & Co., were agents for The Gramophone & Typewriter, Ltd., in both
Delhi and Lucknow, and in 1908, had alsoc been appointed agents for Pathe
products. The Proprietor of Hague, Moode & Co.,, was Alex Hague, and the
General Manager of the firm was one M.A. Saife in Delhi while M.M. Saife
was the Manager of the Lucknow branch of the firm.

Hague, Moode & Co., ©¢f Lucknow, had been agents of H. Bose's products
prior to taking on the Pathe products, and although Hague, Moode & Co.,
continued to operate as a general merchant ¢of musical instruments and
products, the Delhi office of the firm had been sold off to other persons
by the departure of Alex Hague who took up the position of Manager of
Pathe Freres cinema business in Bombay.

It seems that during the later months of 1907, M.M. Saife had %been the
subject of some Dbusiness correspondence between James Muir, Manager of
the Indian Branch of The Gramophone & Typewriter, Ltd., and his seniors in
London in regard to M.A. Saife who was suspected of having purchased the
matrix stocks of the Indian repertoire of the defunct Nicole Receord Co.,

I
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Ltd., and that he was planning to go into production with these matrices
either in England through The Disc Record Co., Ltd., Stockport, or India.

There is no substantive evidence that the Indian repertoire of the
*NICOLE RECORD' was in fact purchased by M.M. Saife, or that he was
successful in acquiring the matrice stocks for production, however, by
1909, M.M, Saife is reported to have been employed by Pathe 1interests in
India as either their recording expert or as a liason officer for "mative'
recordings on behalf of the company. It was at about this time that Alex
Haque became the Sole Agent of the cinema side of Pathe's Bombay branch
office and a few years later actually became the contreller of FPathe's
whole operation in India.

An advertisement in 'The Madras Mail' for Monday 5 April 1909 placed by

Oakes and Co., Madras - the Sole Agents for Pathephones and Pathe disc
records in Southern India claims - [The Repertoirel - Consists of over
40,000 Eurcopean and Indian varieties - All +the musical and vocal
celebrities, Italian, French, English, German, Swedish, Dutch, Russian,
American, Greek, Turk, Armenian. - All the most celebrated Indian
Artists.

[Extract] - [THE PATHBEPHONE]

This is the machine that has
taken the world by surprise and
all Europe is in ecstacies over it
MANUFACTURED BY MESSRS. PATHE FRERES, PARIS
[see advert: dJ

By mid-1910 a new series of Pathe discs were being marketed in India -
which did not relate to H. Bose's Records - and these recording are
believed to have been taken by or under the supervision of M.M. Saife and
were issued in two 'mew' series for Pathe dises in India in  the 33,000
an 36,000 numerical series. Some of the 36,000 series were in fact little
more than re-numbered H. Bose's Records - that had been re-mastered and
issued via a system in which Pathe transferred their recordings onto large
master cylinders and then - again - pantographed - the recordings to disc
records.

[See: Label illustraioms ~ A, B]

The 33,000 numerical series appear to be all 'fresh' amateur recordings
and the beginning of an expanded interest 1in the Indian disc record
market. Reports in the trade papers at the time suggested that these
'new' Pathe recordings were not as successful as their previous efforts -
despite the fact that there were some highly reputed artists in the
listings including Miss Gauhar Jan and Miss Manada Sundari Dassi.

An advertisement in 'The Bengalee' for 3 May 1910 gives a 1listing of
some of the early releases in the 33,000 (for "Distinguished Amateurs™)
and the 46,000 series (for "Celebrated Professionals").

[Extract] NEW PATHE RECORDS
Just Received
Are NEW In All Respect

This advertisement placed by H. Bose, might suggest that he had remained
in charge of recording, but in fact Hemendra Mochan Bose was simply the
'broker' for arranging the recording sessions, and whereas H., Bose had
produced his repertoire by recording onto standard blank cylinders - and
then copying batches for sale, the 'new' recordings - as mentioned above -
were most probably recorded by M.M. Saife, using Pathe's recording



7. Reading Indian Record Labels - PATHE and PATHEPHONE

machinery which 1s thought to have involved a very large master cylinder
capable of containing several selections on the one master cylinder which
were then 'divided off' and pantographed to disc masters.

While Pathe attempted to carve their own niche in the talking machine
and Indian record market - The Gramophone Co., Ltd., had established their
disc record Tactory at Sealdah, and although having to compete with a
number of other rivals in the disc record market in India - their local
disc record manufacturing facility scon confirmed The Gramophone Co.,
Ltd., as the market leaders in India.

Pathe's activities in the cinema field had been developed with great
success by J.F. Madan & Co., to the extent that under the 'Madan’ banner
Pathe had become the most prominent of multi-naticonal cinema companies
active in India. On the sound recording front Pathe's fortunes had not
been so brilliant, basically in that The Gramophone Co., Ltd., with local
disc record pressing facilities had become the dominating force 1in the
industry in India.

Te re-vamp Pathe's involvement in the sound recording industry in India
the company had sent T.J. Theobald Noble to India during the early months
of 1910 to embark upon an Indian recording tour. T.J. Theobald Noble had
arrived in Bombay on 1 July 1910 during the monsoon season. After
travelling overland by train T.J. Noble arrived in Calcutta, to begin his
recording tour and was lmmediately met with a profusion of problems in
negotiating the recording sessions under the 'brokerage' of H. Bose.

In Calcutta T.J. Noble recorded Miss Gauhar Jan, to whom the company
were compelled to pay the sum of 2400 pounds (then $2,000 dollars) for
sixteen songs. After recording some 420 titles in Calgutta, T.J. Noble
left for Madras for further recordings. After coming down with maleria
fever he continued his recording sessions in Madras which included some
recording of Miss Godaveri who demanded (and got) the princely sum of 900
rupees per recording.

Following Madras, T.J. Noble took some forty recordings at Bangalore
before proceeding onto Bombay. Miss Gohar was but one of the artists to
have been recorded at Bombay, along with other ‘'amateur' and preofessional
singers.

T.J. Theobald Noble's recording tour of India had produced some 850
titles at a cost of approximately $17,000 dollars. The recordings taken
by T.J. Theobald Koble formed the basic catalogue for a new series of
Indian vrecordings that were 1issued in the 33,000 series, and a 46,000
gseries - both of which were offered for sale at 3 Rupees each - double
sided record. Some of the recordings that had previously been issued in
the 3500 numerical series were reissued in a 36,000 series - simply by
adding the original cylinder issue number to the 36,... series prefix, and
issued - again - as double-sided discs - {(eg.36.250 coupled with 36.369)
became a 'new' release - but in fact was simply a re-numbering of titles
that had Dbeen issued on cylinder records and {re-coupled) from the 3500
numerical series.

By early 1911 the trade papers were full of praise for the 'new' Pathe
recordings and there were reports circulating that Pathe was on the verge
of establishing a disc record factory in Rangoon, Burma - of all places, a
proposal that might have been prompted by the prospect of cheap labour and
the fact that Pathe had also recorded a considerable variety of Burmese
titles,

The Pathe disc record factory did not eventuate and nothing is known of
its Burmese repertolire to evaluate the content. By 1911, The Pathephone &
Cinema Co., Ltd., in India was facing yet another re-organization process
which led to a 'separation' of the cinema and film division from the sound
recording division in the formation of separate entities feor both aspects
of Pathe's business interests in India.
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PATHE FRERES OF PARIS., Bombay

During 1911 the cinema side of Pathe Freres businesses 1in India were
placed under the contol of Alex Hague, who had been managing the Bombay
office assisted by M. Hugin. The Bombay office became known as - Pathe
Freres of Paris., operating out of 35-37 Hornby Road, Bombay, with a
retail showroom in Kalbadevi Road. This office answered directly to the
Head O0Office of Pathe Freres, Seige Social, Paris. The office that had
been at 55 Bentinck Street, Calcutta, was closed, and the Bombay office
became the headquarter of operations in India for the cinema side of the
company, retaining the telegraphic code of "Cinema".

THE PATHEPHONE CO., LTD.,

The talking machine and disc record aspects of Pathe's operations in India
between 1908 and 1911 had at first been under the control of The Pathe
Phono, Cinema Chine Co., which was succeeded by The Pathephone & Cinema
Co., Ltd., 7 Lindsay Street, Calcutta, and represented by J.R. Hormusjee,
Abdul Satter Building, Sleater Road, Grant Road, Bombay.

Oakes & Co., Ltd., Broadway, Madras had remained the 'Sole Agents' for
southern India throughout, and in March 1911, placed advertisements 1in
'The Madras Mail' on 31 March and 21 April - in which the names of the
Indian recording artists is in-correctly given in the March advert but
were corrected for the April advert:

[Extract] PATHEPHONES
No Needles Required

Indian Records by: GAUR TAKAM, KALI, JAM, PEERA SHAIB, GODAVERI, etc.
[see advert: f]

(Changed to Tead)

Indian Records by: GAURJAHAN, KALI JAN, PEERA SAHIB, GODAVERI, etc.
[see advert: gl

As with the cinema side of Pathe's interests in India the talking
machine and disc record business was placed under the direct control of
Pathe Freres, Seige Social, Paris, which established a re-formed company
in the name of The Pathephone Co., Ltd., with its Head Office in India at
7 Lindsay Street, and a Branch Office at 11 Churchgate Street, Fort,
Bombay. The General Manager of The Pathephone Co., Ltd's, operations in
India was L. Goubert, with H. Lachappelle as the Calcutta branch manager,
and E. Andre as the manager of the Bombay branch. M.M. Saife continued in
his capacity as Recording Manager, assisted by C. Austin and N.A. Judah.

The re~-structured Pathephone Co., Ltd., in India took over the assets of
The Pathephone & Cinema Co., Ltd., and used a new telegraphic code of
"Chinphono'". The Pathephone Co.,, Ltd., under the direct control of the
Head Office in Paris seems to have not worked out as had been hoped for,
because by April 1912, The Pathephone Co., Ltd., in both Calcutta and
Bombay was re-structured - yet again - by being divided into two separate
companies. This series of re-formations and re-structuring of Pathe's
interests in India appears to have been simply a process of placing the
management of the Dbusinesses in India into 'holding' companies, as The
Pathe Phono Cinema Chine, Co., still had titular control over affairs in
India - that is up until 1 April 1912.
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THE PATHEPHONE INDIA CO.,

A ‘'new' company was formed 1in the name of The Pathephone India Co.,
which acquired the assets of The Pathe Phono Cinema Chine Co., to carry on
the business at the old address of 7 Lindsay Street, Calcutta. During
this time recordings had continued to be taken by M.M. Saife and a
considerable number of the recordings taken during July 1910 and early
1911 by T.J. Theobald Noble had yet to be issued and placed on the market
in India, so Pathe's disc record output still had plenty of reserve stocks
to call upon and market in India and Burma.

What actually brought about this change in management is not known but
it appears that Pathe's interests in the talking machine and disc record
market in India had been 'sold off' - or placed in the hands of another
company acting as Managing Agents or 'commission agents' for the Calcutta
branch of The Pathephone Co., Ltd., and in doing so had re-named the
company to The Pathephone India Co.

STEWART, MACKENZIE & CO.,

The Managing Agents appointed to take over the management of Pathe's
talking machine and disc record business in India was a firm by the name
of Stewart, Mackenzie & Co., a firm of Merchants and Commission Agents,
that bad been located at 1 Garstin's Lane, Hare Sireet, Calcutta. By the
end of 1912, Stewart, Mackenzie & Co., had relocated to 7 Esplanade East,
Calcutta, (in premises that had previously been occupied by The Gramophone
& Typewriter, Ltd.,) while the Bombay branch of The Pathephone India Co.,
remained at 11 Churchgate Street, Fort, with both branches using a 'new’
telegraphic code of "Pathephone".

From about April 1912, this reorganization of Pathe's talking machine
and disc record business in India introduced a new range of hornless
Pathephone machines under the name of 'Orpheus' and had changed the name
of the disc record from PATHE (and DISQUE PATHE) to PATHEPHONE.

The PATHEPHONE disc records 1issued under the 'new' management of The
Pathephone India Co., were still 11 inch - vertical cut discs - playing
from the centre to the edge, and although 10 inch 'Pathe' discs are known
to have been issued in other countries - this does mnot appear to have
occurred with the Indian repertoire. The 46,000 numerical series had
almost reached the high 46,900 range by this stage and it appears that
other numerical series had also been utilized including a 45,000 series
(for Hindustani recordings) and a 49,000 series that was wused for
recordings taken in Bombay and Madras. How far each of these series
progressed is not known at present nor whether other numerical series were
utilized. A couple of numbers have also been reported in an 83,000 series
but the extent of this series is also not known.

The Bombay branch of The Pathephone India Co., with Stewart, Mackenzie &
Co., as Managing Agents had appointed B.J.H. Somake as Manager, sometime
in 1913, who had previously been the Manager of S. Wise & Co., Elphinstone
Street, Karachi. Mr. Somake was assisted by R.A. Mehta and J.F. Almeida.

The management of The Pathephone India Co., Ltd., by Stewart, Mackenzie
& Co., appears to have also been terminated for some unknown reason during
1915, with the control of the Calcutta branch reverting to Pathe Freres in
Paris, or at least one of the corporate subsidiary interests of the parent
company in France indicated by the 'Correspondents in Europe' being named
as Phonographs. Pathe, Paris. The Calcutta office of The Pathephone India
Co., was re-located from 7 Esplanade East, to 7a Lindsay Street, Calcutta,
where Pathe Freres of Paris, (the Indian Head Office was at 35-37 Hornby
Road, Bombay) had a branch office - reverting to the 'Opera House'
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premises that it had been occupying some years earlier. The Bombay branch
office remained, for the time being at least under the management of Mr.
Somake, but that was also soon to change.

THE PATHEPHONE INDIA (BOMBAY) CO.,

The next interesting aspect of Pathe's ever changing corporate profile in
India during the later months of 1916 with the announcement that the
Bombay branch of The Pathephone India Co., 11 Churchgate Street, Fort, had
been taken over or sold to B.J.H. Somake, now being described as the Sole
Proprietor of the Bombay branch which was renamed - The Pathephone India
(Bombay) Co., retaining the telegraphic code of 'Pathephone' and described
its business as being "importers of Pathephone and Pathe and Diamond
(Disc) Records.

The Diamond Disc Record, Ltd., 8l City Road, London, had been founded by
Sidney P. Turner and Denville Simonds, in about September 1915. Their
discs - DIAMOND DOUBL DISC - was quite similar to Pathe's disc records
(in fact pressed by Pathe) except that they were 'edge-start' discs of 10%
inch diameter. By mid~1916, the Diamond Disc Record, Ltd., had been
absorbed by Pathe who continued to market the discs - but with paper
labels and renamed the PATHE DIAMOND RECORD. I have mnot found any
evidence of any Indian repertoire on the DIAMOND DOUBLE DISC or PATHE
DIAMOND DISC ‘'labels' and it is most likely that this was little more that
an import line handled by The Pathephone India (Bombay) Co.

H. Bose died in August 1916, and with his death Pathe's interests in the
sound recording industry were dealt a severe blow in that H. Bose had been
the driving force for over a decade in the promotion of Pathe products -
despite the many corporate twists and turns that Pathe's operations in
India had taken. H. Bose's interests in the talking machine and disc
record market had in fact begun to diminish in about 1912 with his energy
being focused on other business ventures such as H. Bose & Co., Cycles.,
and the development of The Great Eastern Motor Works.

During the World War years 1914 to 1918, disc record sales in India
tapered off considerably and apart from The Gramophone Co., Ltd., (with
HIS MASTER'S VOICE and ZONOPHONE RECORD) and The Veil-o-phone Co., Ltd.,
(with old stocks of BEKA RECORD, ODEON RECORD, and their own PHON-O-PHONE,
and GANGA-PHONE RECORD) all of the European companies had retired from the
Indian disc record market - except for Pathe.

In 1917, The Pathephone India Co., relocated to 17-1 Chowringhee Road,
and The Pathephone India (Bombay) Co., under the proprietorship of Mr.
Somake relocated to 50 Churchgate Street, Fort, Bombay. Pathe Freres of
Paris (the cinema side of Pathe's business in India) was relocated to 90
Esplanade Road, Fort, Bombay in 1918, but later in the year moved to their
own building known as 'Pathe Building®' Sprott Road, Ballard Estate,
Bombay, under the management of Alex Hague, who was now described as the
'Sole Concessionaire for India, Burma and Ceylon'.

Over the past decade the cinema side of Pathe's operations in India had
gone from strengh to strengh, particularly with the ever increasing
interest in film production. Pathe's old ally J.F. Madan & Co., had built
an empire for themselves with Pathe's co-operation - owning or controlling
dozens of cinema houses across India and into Burma, the Malay States and
Singapore. J.F. Madan & Co., had also produced a number of films which
were amongst the first in India - some of which included the famous Miss
Gauhar Jan in leading roles.

During World War One, the Pathe disc record factory at Forest, Belgium,
was captured by the Germans who virtually destroyed the complex, while the
factory at Chatou, east of Paris had been commandeered by the French
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government for the manufacture of armaments amunitions. This situation
would have 1left the Indian businesses without a means of supply unless
stocks could be obtained from England or America, but it seems most likely
that the matrix stocks and stampers of the Indian repertoire held at
Forest, would have been destroyed in the ransacking of the factory by the
German military forces.

I have not seen any Pathe disc pressings that indicate another source of
manufacture other than 'Made in Belgium' so it might be safe to assume
that The Pathephone India Co., and The Pathephone India (Bombay) Co., were
simply telying upon 1imported stocks of popular titles - from England or
elsewhere.

PATHE INDIA, LTD.,

With the opening of the 'Pathe Building' at Sprott Road, Ballard Estate,
Bombay, in 1918, the corporate holdings of Pathe's cinema and sound
recording interests took yet another turn. It is not known at present
when Pathe India, Ltd., was established but is seems that this company had
been founded as the holding company over Pathe Cinema, Ltd., in India, of
which Alex Hague, was the General Agent and Sole Concessionaire - in
essence the controller of Pathe's cinema operations 1in India but
answerable to the Head Office in Paris.

The Pathephone India Co., at 17-1 Chowringhee Road, Calcutta, and the
'independant' The Pathephone India (Bombay) Co., under Mr. B.J.H. Somake
had continued to trade during the war years but during 1920 both of these
companies were brought under the control of Pathe Cinema, Ltd., India.
The Pathephone India Co., office in Calcutta was closed and re-located to
the 'Pathe Building' Bombay, and kept in operation, but The Pathephone
India (Bombay) Co., was closed down completely.

Under Alex Hague's capable control Pathe's cinema interests in India had
been a resounding success, gradually shifting from manufacturers of cinema
equipment and films to importers of films from America, England and
France.

Although The Pathephone India Co., continued to operate in 1India - at
least in name - there had not been any 'new' releases of Indian repertoire
(as far as can be determined) since 1914, Whatever talking machines and
disc records that the Calcutta and Bombay companies were selling could
have only been imported and consisted of International repertoire. There
is no evidence to suggest that Pathe or Pathephone disc records were ever
manufactured 1in India during the past couple of decades. The last notice
of The Pathephone India Co., functioning in India from the 'Pathe
Building' 1s in 1930, but by then Pathe's international operations in the
sound recording industry, including Pathe Orient, Ltd., had been taken
over by Columbia Graphophone Co., Ltd., by the amalgamation of 'Columbia’
with the Compagnie Generale de Machines Parlante, Pathe Freres of Paris,
which had taken place in November 1928.

This episode brings toan end the sound recording activities of Pathe and
Pathephone in India, but not the operations of the cinema side of Pathe in
India. The 'Pathe Building' continued to be known under that name until
1940, when its name was changed to 'Hague Building' - still with Alex
Hague in control of operations, which included: Pathe India, Ltd; Pathe
Cinema, Ltd; Pathe India Theatres, Ltd; and Warner Bros. an empire of
cinematic interests that has been one of the corporate giants of the film
industry in India.

I
[
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Beyond India, Patbhe disc records have faired far better in the history
of disc record labels in Asia, particularly in China, Malaya, and
elsewhere. With the formation of Electric and Musical Industries, Ltd.,
in 1931, The Gramophone Co., Ltd., Dum Dum, took on the pressing of the
Chinese and Malay repertoires of Pathe, Pathe-Malay or "Chap Ayam™ (the
cock) as it is more widely known.

Catalogue, Matrix and other Markings

The PATHE and Disque PATHE label faces do not have paper labels as such
and are invariably - have the name of the song or tune ‘'hand-written -
followed by the ‘catalogue' number - +then the artists name in a
*cartouche’ around a little more than three quarters of the centre of the
disc¢ face. OQutside of the 'cartouche' is wusually the word PATHE, or
Disque - above the word PATHE - below which - most often are the words
Phono-Cinema-Chine - and below that Bose's Record - followed by a number
which refers to the original cylinder recording that had been issued by H.
Bose. Below that (at 6.30) is found the 'matrix' number --- the matrix
numbers on all PATHE disc records - remains a mystery - as to their system
or sequence -~ and the meaning of Pathe's 'matrix system' continues to
confound researchers - regardless of repertoire. On examination of the
discs one will note a series of numbers - with the Indian repertoire these
numbers are most often - but not always in the region of 45,000 followed
by initials such as R.A., G.R., X,G, ¢ within a circ¢le and other codes -
the meaning of which has not been resolved.

'Matrix numbers' <for the Indian repertoire have been located varying
between 31,000 up to beyond 73,000 - but as yet - such little is known of
the comprehensive range of catalogue numbers that a proposal as to how
the 'matrix numbers' were allocated or seguenced cannot be given.

For the most part Pathe disc records of Indian reperteoire play at a
speed of 86 rpm, [not 78 rpm] although 90 rpm is often accepted as the
true speed for correct Indian musical ‘*pitch'.

As to the output of Pathe disc records in India - it is believed that H.
Bose had produced upwards of 1000 titles of his cylinders - a proportion
of which were transferred to Pathe disc records - indications are that
M.M. Saife had produced several hundred recordings over the course of
about two years as rTecording manager - and by his own admission T.J.
Theobald Noble - had taken 850 recordings for Pathe during 1910-11, to
which might be added the recording works of other 'experts' whose identity
is not known. This gives us the prospect of some 2000 plus titles having
been issued of an Indian repertoire on Pathe disc records - of which only
a very small proportion is known from printed information or the actual
discs that have been examined or reported ......... clearly there 1is a
long way to go yet before even a reasonable assessment of Pathe's disc
record output of Indian repertoire can be put into a proper perspective.

e e e e Y o A ke B T o A S T T —

SUMMARY QF 'PATHE' Disc Record Series

3500 (Double-face numbers) [Ex- H.BOSE'S RECORD - cylinder]
5000 (Single-face numbers) [Ex~ H.BOSE'S RECORD - cylinder]
33,000 {Amateur)

36,000 (Professional) [some Ex— H.BOSE'S RECORD - cylinder]

43,000 (Professional)
45,000 (Professional)
46,000 (Professional)
49,000 {(Professional)
83,000 {possible mis-print)

o e e o e e o o o ko T T Ak Y T T " e o o o o o e e e AL R R AL AL o —
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AN APPEAL

PATHE, Disque PATHE and PATHEPHONE disc records (all centre-start) are
very rarely encountered in India - as are the fully imported PATHEPHONE
machines that played these disc record - SIRC and I would like to hear
from any reader or record collector that has ANY Pathe disc record and
provide wus with the details of such records - including ALL information
from the disc face - catalogue number - matrix number - markings - song or
tune title and artist - and any other details that might be noted from the
disc face. All disc records of Indian repertoire are collectable and
worth preserving - if for no other reason that to document this remarkable
chapter in the history of sound recording in India.

A Personal reflection:

Pathe and Pathephone disc records are particularly rare in India, and over
some twenty years -~ I have only seen some about 40 disc records of Indian
repertoire as described above. No catalogues have been found, so what
data we have on these disc record labels has been assembled from newspaper
advertisements and the actual discs that have been examined. Over several
years I have been informed by a number of persons, including musicians and
record collectors that in years past 'Pathe and Pathephone' discs were
easy to find in bazars, and 'junk-shops'. An amusing aspect as to why
these discs were not collected up and preserved has usually been that upon
purchasing or collecting these 'Pathe' discs most people found that they

could not play such discs on their equipment --- [well if only they had
known what to do !] ~ consequently - most collectors have 'scrapped’' or
thrown away their Pathe discs as being a lost cause - carefully avoiding

the collecting of any more.

This 1lack of insight as to collecting and playing 'Pathe’' disc records
has rather tragic consequences - on the one hand some of India's greatest
literary figures including Rabindra Nath Tagore, Dwijendra Lal Roy, and
Kaliprasana Katya Bisherad, amongst others - whose recordings for H. Bose
and reissued on Pathe disc records may have been lost forever. The lack
of any printed catalogues also creates a problem in that we do not Kknow
what other historical and musical treasures - produced by Pathe in India
have also been lost - let alone the fact that over the years the actual
discs that may have been listed in any catalogues might also have been
passed over.

Collectors of Bal Gandharva recordings usually assert that his ZONOPHONE
RECORD's (1913) are the earliest - but this is not true - he had earlier
recorded for BEKA RECORD (1907) SUN DISC RECORD (1909) and DISQUE PATHE in

1911. Some of these disc records are with record collectors ... some of
whom have kept them in their collections simply because the label centres
state - 'Bal Gandharva'
- (how to play it.?..... when the needle is placed it does not go...!!!

Several persons, now elderly, have remarked how they had seen disc
records on Pathe (without labels) - of such important musicians as Miss
Achhan, Mr. Purushottam, Miss Bhavani, Hussain Khan (Mohamed Hussain),
Peara Sahib --- and Ustad Ramzan Khan, Khan Sahib Abdul Karim Khan and
Ustad Rahimat Khan ~ and a host of other great musicians and vocalists -
on -- the Disque Pathe, Pathe and Pathephone. This inference is enough to
make the contemporary disc record collector - green with envy - and also
saddened by the fact that .........these might all be past history now!

MICHAEL S. KINNEAR
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an advertisement from

The Bengalee 8 March 1908 .
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The Statesman 12 April 1908
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Cc. an advertisement from The Bengalee 3 May 1908

- Here we are.
WE HAVE COME'! WE HAYE COME!

Our Records have broken all Records

And now we march Triumphant.

WE INVITE YOU TO CALL AND HEAR THE PATHEPHONE & PATHE RECORDS.

4\ fter many years of careful study and experiments we have at last reallsed the last word
in the TALKING MACHINE lndUStry and we now place the fruits of our labour and experlence at .
your disposal. “Eathé Dlscs”'are played with a sapphird point sound bux. The agcient needle
has lost lr.s—-poir}r. We‘ have introduced a method that does away wIth the troubtesome neces-
sity of constantly changing the needle us In other disc machines at present on the market. “Pat;he'
Discs” are practically unwearable and lmbrehlmble, the reproduction i{s infinitcly superior to any
other yet Introduced and the natural tone of the volce 1a most beautitully preserved. ‘o not
take our w'ord fof 'lt. but come and hear our Records. T_he WO-P]d'S greatest artis:.tes hd"e con-
tributed to our success and [ndla’s brightest. talents speak through our Records. To all our [ndlan
friends we speclally extcnd a cordlal welcome. (Gome and hear us and do not be put off. Please

remember this :—.
Six Important Points:
1. Pathe Discs play without a needle. 2. Pathe Discs are by all India’s most noted artistes. 3. Pathe

Discs are all at the same price. 4. Pathe Discs can be had in every language. 5. Pathe

Discs are infinitely superior to all others. 6. The Pathe Sound Box fits any machine.

- 8 Double-sidéd Rs.' 2 or Re. 1 per Record.. 1I¥ Double-sided Rs. 3-12 or Re. I'14 per Record.

PATHEPHONES from Rs. 35 to Rs. 300.

CATALOGUES FREE ON APPLICATION.

PATHEPHONE & CINEMA COY., LTD,
st o owcromronsan staczr, . CALGUT TA.

AUTHORISED AGENTS:—

Messrs, H. Bose, Dwarkin & Son, Messrs. M. L. Shaw, Messrs J. J. Madan for Calcutta and Darjeeling, Messrs, M. N,
Tennel,” ‘Agra, Haq\:e Moode & Co. Lucknow, Messrs, Stiert & Co. Lahore ani Simla, N-rth India Trading, Co.
Bankipore, Me:srs. The Talking-Machine Uenot, Allahabad. : . :
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d. an advertisement from

The Madras Mail

5 April 1909

The Pathepho

THIS IS THE MACHINE THAT HAS
TAKEN THE WORLD BY SURPRISE AND
ALL EUROPE IS IN ECSTACIES OVER TIT.

MANUFACTURED BY MESSRS. PATHE FRERES, PARIS,

{Principal Features :—

() No needle reguired.

{2) The Pathephoneis play-
ed with an unwearable
Sapphire point that
does away wlih the
troublesome and ex-

pensive necessity of
constantly renewing
needles as in other
machines.

The Pathephone Sound
Box with its Sapphire
point is a marvel of in-
genuity. It can be
adapted to play Pathe
Records on any other
type of Disc Machires
and with this in view
the makers have priced
the sound box so ridi-
culousty low as to
bring it within the
reach of all without
incurring the expense
of another machine.

The Pathephone plays
records of any size
and works from the
centre to side.

3

(4)

Fronoh invontion ond
after many years of cnre.
ful
muonts the makers have
at lnst ronlised the last
word in the
Machine industry.

The Pnthephone is of n

atudy and experi

Talking

{7

(8)

ne\

Principal Features :—

(CONTINUED.}

(6)The reproduction on the

Pathephone is nothing
but a complefe delu-
sion of the reality. The
voitce is perfect, The
tone pure and natural.
No metallic or jarring
sound soO conspicuous
with other machines.

{6) The Pathephone needs

no coerstant attention.
The Sanphire may be
run across the lines
without harming the
point or record.

The Pathephone Re-
cords do not wear
away with the Sapphire
peint. They are there-
fore made double sided
(each side of a different
air) and at about the
same price as same of
the single-side records
of other machines,

The Pathephone Re-
cords are all of one

price end the record of

the best Artist may be
selected. without axtra
charge.

PRICES OF PATHEPHONES, ETGC.:—

Varions molels complete with motor in case.  Metal arm, Tndependent
Cvank winder und Pathe’s uew IMatcot Sound Box with an unwearable

Sapphire point.

T meiel ... Rs. 32 | G model ... Ra. 125. | Pathephene worked by
P ., .. » 800D, .o, 16Q. | compressed air machines
F o, ... 60| 8¥ . .. ,, 182 |or Dby clectric power
B , ... ,9.]8 , .., 300 ) iromRs.800t0 R3.1,000.

Pathe's Patent Sound Box with unweacable S8apphire point. Re. 5.

Note.—When ordering this sound box for any other typ) Machine

please state if it is for & straight arn or tonc arm machine.
Pathe's new Sound Box to take needles. Rs. 5.

Kotk 'Thoze possessing a Pathephnne cun use this sonnd bax to play

the needle 1nenpds of other machines. |

11 inch size DOUBLE-3

PRICES OF PATHE RECORDS:—

Furopean .
Indinn

IDED, each side

of a different air.

Rs. 3-12 per Record
w30 "

THE REPERTOIRE

Consists of over 40.000 Europcan and Indian vericties.

All the musical and voenl

celebrities,
Germnn, Spanish, Duteh, Russian, American, Greek, Turk, Armenian.

Italian, French, English,

AN the complete opewr by the Orchiestra of the erand opera of Paris.
All the Orchestras, Waltzes, and wnsical pirces of the world.

All the most celebrated ludian Ansta,

SO5LE AGENTS:

OAKES & CO., LTD., MADRAS.
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e. an advertisement from The Bengalee 3 May 1910

NEW PATHE RECORDS
JUST RECEIVED
ABRE NEW IN ALL BRESPEGT.

~ You cannot imagine how excellent they are.. ‘.You can know them only when you will hear
them. They are not like any Kecords you have previously heard, or any heiring at present. They are
entirely new, infinitely superior to all existivg Becords. ~

The full, natural, sweel‘and melodioqs toproductfon of new Pathe vecords is the result of an
entirely new pracess of Becarding and we invite you to see how far this process has proved suceessful.
To hear them is to be charmed with them.

DISTINGUISEED AMATEURS. CELEBRATED PROPESBIONALS,
Mr. M N, Dutt Mansda Sundarl
Gaubar Jan
88028 wifvx st xR EI MU \ 'ooeo { 46039 wTv certe o e Cxtewt
‘
83087 Whemma) cwrm/w vy Ey { (o086 i an v 46038 (x cwxTy 9TV waqy
88028 (wmE 43 f1R "y wify e S { 46080 @y qrwewn yfv Ay
83031 wtetwl Whe AT AV 1O TY W (€070 fray cret vy 48053 g'mtY CITITY WT VAR VO
3moMﬂnnmwmmn [4waamm"m {‘Wemmﬂmmmmn
33031 wWfws Wik AT MY 4079 wrvi oty love g P. & O.
Mr. 8. N. Moitra Porne Kumarf { 46034 (orrx xtvs Wy A
32044 TEgde 1oy farwe W { 46060 3 w13 T W1 Wt vy 48081 ey o @y i orn
{ 3016 corms e s 46081 wEon xFen 3 wtm | Bhupendra Nath Bazecjoe
« {fex Wty [ es0l0 SR AT W oY
Mr. J. K. Raksit
5 { 46064 xt¥ee wolt focy wifa Wity 46011 wrg gtrgy ww
{ 33046 wibata wrwty orty xRy 46068 VX WO froare Aty 46013 of gfwurdt Ny <m
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1-Inch Douktle-sided Pathe Records, Price Rs. 3 each.

- For lists with Photos of Singers and full songs, please write to

H. BOSE, Talking Machine Hall,

DELKHOSH HOUSE, BOW BAZAR, CALCUTTA.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE LAST WORD IN THE

TALKING MACHINE INDUSTRY.
PATHEPHONES and PATHE DISCS

have brought about the exclusion of necdles out of the
Talking Machine world.

Pathephones.

. Many years of scientific researches have resulted in the
. discovery of these beautiful machines on which Pathe
. Disc Records are played without any needle. Other
Records can also be played on these Machines with the
help of a special Sound Box, price Rs. 5 only. The
machinery parts of Pathephones are simple, solid and
strong. Their prices are much lower than other sorts
. . of Machines.

Pathephones from Rs. 35 to Rs. 1.000.

Pathe Discs.

Pathe Dises are” played on any type of Disc Machines
without any needle with a special Sound Box, price
Rs. 5 only. The reproduction of Pathe Discs on
Pathe Machines is almost human, free from all un-
natural tones. Pathe Records are obtainable ‘in
various languages. Their prices are uniform. Rs. 3-12
for 11”7 and Rs. 2 for 8% Double sided records.
As above, the Special recommendation for Pathe
Discs is Absolute Exclusion of Needles and
consequent absence of all unnatural sounds.

Catalogues of Machines and Records and Terms of
Agency sent for the asking.

Sole Wholesale Agent for Bengal and Assam—

H. BOSE, Talking Machine Hall,

DELKHOSH HOUSE, Bow Bazar, CALCUTTA.

an advertisement from Thackers Indian Directory 1910

4Q
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_ [ —— _ =t}
PATEHEHEPEEONIES.
UP-TO-DATE. UNBEATEN.
PARIS, 1900 MILAN, 1908
GRAND PRIX HORS3
Modsl No, 8. GONGOE_IRB' .
Rs. 108 Indian Records
by
Records by Gaurjahan,
Lauder Turner, Kalijan
Ben Davis, Peera Sahib,
Terry, etc. Godaveri, ete.
Togliah and Indinn Lista Free on Appliontion.

PATHEPHONE:S.
NO NEEDLES REQUIRED.

- UP-TO-DATE UNBEATEN,.
PARIS, 1900 MILAN, 1906
GRAND PRIX HORS3
CONCGURS.
Model No. 8.
Indian Records
Rs. 1050 'by
ERecords by Gaur Takam,
Kali,
Lauder Turner,
; Jam, Peera
Ben Davis, 8haib,
Terry, ete. Godaveri, ete.

English nnd Indian Lista Free on Appliontien.
Sole Agents: OAKES & €O., LTOD., B'way, Madras.

]

an advertisement from The Madras Mail

Sole Agents: OAKES &CO., LTD.,, Bw'ay, Madras/

g an advertisement from The Madras Mail

31 March 1911

21 April 1911
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7 April 1912

The Bengalee

an advertisement from
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CESL AT AAE W tedte—n 4ATy tanEu i sa LEY4
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A m aaT RTe GHA <AL AL wfy 4. i Gt At e v e Sy

B A SR R A LR N R:Il)‘l'l!k‘l.! -\‘;uhv Lavore
A,B. label illustrations from KABIKANTHA - S.K. De. Calcutta, 1965

. B v 2 &§)5§§?<E§\\i\

.Marath,; "

\ {//)

d;’;g KNA N. ”’t/fd{/;' : .
Je \m

YN~ v R
0. Cingpa.CHINS
CMmivoRrA 3

C. label illustrations courtesy Prabhakar Datar, Bombay
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24 PATHE - advertisements

The “ORPHEUS”
New Hornless

' PATHEPHONE

Fited with * New Guivea

Pathe Alumivium Sound Box.”

Osn
Be
Played
With
Co \';r

Closed.

Special altontion is called to this eyquisite Hormless
Model, whisn gved n reproduction remnarkabse for 1is
roellowness and purity of tone,

~ Salid Polished Mashogany Cabinet with  Hinged
Lid and Donrs Strong and  Relinble  Mator  with
Pathe } atent [ugtentaneous at4rting Lever.

Neow Guioea pathe Aluminiwm Coacert Seund Box.,

—_——

i
To Be Had From All Accredited Dealers or from”:—

The Pathephone India Co.

7. Lindsuy Street, Calcutta.
%
e bt ot L A RV LT R0 BN L5 B L5 G0 0 L Bl S L S0 S S R LT R COF SLT LIV RV ELEES

The Artistic
RECORD

Bes
REQUIRE ’%,

No  [PATHEPHONE]
T
NEEDLES ‘\ /’ NIRDLES

N\

REQULRE

NO

., /,

New Records by the
: Celebrated Pathephonists—
- MANODA SUNDARI

AXND

HARI MATI

Fow Hits Amongst Hundreds -
' Mr. S.J. Mazumder (Alias Baku Babu),

| Pouner Pakhi Uiu asbo v oaiic
465738 .
lisgengudher 7 uli Comnn
Theas Com v dones of Batu Tabin w6 var, plessiay
MIR2 MANGIDA BUNDLK)
867 At o e Budha Bave r wontbuky
$ARAS T Akakini Karo Dhaot Ko Kaw ol
8862, 0 Barhi ko gou Jane sBehey Nbont Kavaf
J
RINTT . Qi jo Baji'a Baahi Jamanacpa’ine
Midd WA MATE
08 Haman Hro Rammn enhe Yirlan
4030 Kichhar Darvan nimnar Lagis Kt n
| 18147 \ Nanodini 1 nln Nagore NoF mndiom jut
P 46918 Loty Ri 1loSe ok n  janale (ars B0t v Khambag jat.
{ MIS3 PUHNQ ROMAr 1
2 18302 C Choke joli Laga Uhalo Jhigt Khaosbat,
)
S 0Oi Bhaban Moremohiai - Turi Bhairibu K oweli

The Bengalee 7 April 1912
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The Artistic Record.

THE MOST NATURAL PRODUCTION OF THE HIGHEST

ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE

MUSICAL WORLD.

-5

X
NEW

Records

Miss Gauhar Jon of Ualcutta.

TNA L TR N PEs T T IR TSI

BY
Manoda Sundari Dassi.

A
T T R g

4032 fafal  ox cate 3 78 ' IMPORTANT 46047 ) Mopa Daro Jori ksr
%136 ¢t ¢ ™ (Bouo-THoli)
e YIF RO WAy ~ . 46048 ) Borsa DBadrowa ra
Notlceo (Jnrga-Thnori)

| 460893 Sono Nanadia Vora Hoyor
} (Gandhar-kbawmts)

46080 ) Torapa (Go]n -Tori)

iwrmo f2fyb  w1e qraess gfe xy
With the advent of thg Pathe-

40063 v yines et ¥y
Boraa nagara waohra (Postho)

onco st nined to 1 e dignity of

VAN | hono the Tulking Muol ivo at | 46072 } g
4638 {1ecrt (ad tfon woaten » Ma ical instrnment, as dis- | 6073 ) Ohapamon Pajra (Posthu)
tinpoished from a w.ere mae! ine
48078 w1y favets Love 505 P & O crrwy | for the meet anioal  reproduo- | 46054 ) Ohoro Ohoro Mori Baiya
tion of sound, (marnb\ Thunri)
) 46087 ) Bo Tera Bcmjaya ra
[wm AT (@0 AS A T ”"I'be hpt;]”m 1.D;M f p]ayinhﬂ (Bbairabi Dadra)
! t u . t
BOSL AR aye ofte afq xfomty mx },,\,T?f,mog m:l,l“?‘.,o“.';e o:‘p' 46044 Nunm Maria (Dos-Toppa
‘I'phire in licu of the sharp Ponjabi)
- ointod neo-le, rep:edor ts tho 16083 TO" moy chrkar Rohefds
{“’“38 e w2ty o, (fat word in the f ithful re- (Topps Jbijhouti, Pouj bi)
A roducti f soopds Tt -
o T‘W e “'“ .,vpcaral l;°fﬂ3 w.?h or"iu‘\';“c::e 46083 ) H.ri Baiys Poroma Tora
. onhreaka Je . ' he tone s rivh Paioyn (Zols)
{“”“ ¥ W (YO o a¥RR | f0)) and mollow. 46084 ) Mojs Da Taha K-yf)‘);m\r
46040 2 1aTw waY um T4} (Dadra)
v 4 v . B . .
Thirty Other New Songs all by Distinguished Artistes s
WRITE FOR CATALOGUI,
.
The PATHEPHONE Co,, g
CALOUTTA BOMBAY

[E——s G ———--—mmxx

~an advertiSeMent from The Bengalee - circa. early 1912
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*Pathé Fréres, Limited.

oo

5. Pathe's Factory = Chatou, near Paris. (another view)

—

2.

"_gmmﬁmwmwmﬁ 5 .&W-j @3 i
5 By

s L o
P I S : ' o "

3 ‘
3

3. Pathe's Factory - Chatou, near Paris.

(originally published ia -

The Bombay Presidency, The United Provinces, The Punjab, etc.,
(their History, People, Commerce, and Natural Resources.)

Compiled by Somerset Playne.
The Forelgn and Colonial Compiling and Tublishing Co., London, 1917.)
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YENGLISH" Indian Gramophone Numbers

The *first' printed Catalogues of Indian repertoire were published in 1905
and include editicns in the Bengali, Hindustani, Gujarati, Punjabi, and
*Nagri' (Hindi) languages. There was also a ‘'South Indian' catalogue
which included Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam and Sanskrit recordings.

Apart from the 'South Indian' catalogue all of the other editions of the
'Indian' catalogues also included a page of 'English' recordings which had
been selected for the disc record market in India. This listing of a few
dozen single side vecorded discs remained fairly static for a couple of
years and except for a couple of recordings by M. Bruce Gordon and W.S.
Burke - all other 'English' titles were marketed in India under their
'original' number allocations. This numbering procedure continued wup
until the end of 1910, by which time The Gramophone Co., Ltd., had been
pressing 'English’ records at their factory in Sealdah, Calcutta.

[Frank Andrews now describes how the 10 inch and 12 inch 'English' series
were numbered in their own series - using Indian numerical blocks.]

10 inch - numerical - to C series

"Beginning in January 1911 - the 10" inch Double-Sided discs were issued
with Black labels and plain numbers from No. 1 up to No. 18. Supplements
took the numbers to No. 85 with the September 1911 issues.

From October 1911 the numbers became prefixed "C" with new issues at
C~86 onwards and the new catalogues afterwards showed all earlier numbers
had partaken of the “C" prefix.

The YC" series progressed into the C-700's when in August 1918 another
series for double-sided discs was introduced at GC~1001 - and BOTH series
continued until the July 1920 issues when the India catalogues of English
recordings introduced new recordings under the "B" prefixed numbers as
issued in the United Kingdom, but subsequent catalogues still contained
some of the 10 inch "€" series and "GC" series.

12 inch - numerical - to M series

The 12 inch double-sided discs had also begun in January 1911 with 01 and
02 and they progressed in the supplements to 075 by September 1911, In
October 1911 these 12 inch discs began to take an "M" prefix at M-076 and
the following complete catalogues showed the earlier numbers then had the
"M" prefix.

In April 1913, with the highest number issued being M-0255 the numbering
was continued by dropping the zero (0-) as the first digit and so the
lowest number April 1913 number was M-256., All previous issues then began
to be catalogued as simply "M" prefixed - without the zero. A new
contemporary series, beginning with GM-1000, was begun in August 1918.

The 12 inch "M" series and the "GM" series continued through to July
1920 when - as with the 10 inch double-sided discs - a new series was
introduced with "C" prefixed numbers as issued in the United Kingdom.

Now the 'English' Indian catalogues held both 10 inch "C" series AND 12
inch "C" series, the later equivalent to the United Kingdom "C" series.
The last 10 inch from the "C" (Indian) series was not deleted until the
December 1932 catalogue was issued,
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2, ENGLISH Indian Gramophone Records

The discs (both sizes) were all Black labelled until December 1916, when
the cheaper plum 1labels were introduced, sharing the number series with
the Black labels in both sizes. The July 1920 'plum’ label supplement had
the discs continuing with The Gramophone Co., Ltd., Calcutta's own 10 inch
"C" series, but the Electric & Musical Industries, Ltd., supplement shows
that the "B" had been substituted for "C" although retaining the number
series -~ then in the C-870's, but second thoughts prevailed and the United
Kingdom sourced "B" numbers were hand written in by the side in the pages
of the catalogues, except for C-874 - the highest 10 inch (Indian) "C"
issued." [F.A.]

Record collectors of 'English' repertoire - issued on GRAMOPHONE CONCERT
RECORD (10"), GRAMOPHONE MONARCH RECORD (12") or ZONOPHORE RECORD (10" and
12") and also HIS MASTER'S VOICE (Black label - numerical and "C" series
10" and ‘'plum' label) as described above - might be interested to examine
these records very closely. Most issues in India were produced from
*daughter' stampers and are identical to the United Kingdom issues -
having been manufactured from 'duplicated' (or daughter) metals that are
from the same stampers as the original English issue. Occasionally -
other or alternative 'takes’ were used to manufacture the discs in India -
thus the Indian pressings of such discs are unique in that they are
slightly different from the United Kingdom issues. Apart <from wutilizing
The Gramophone Co., Ltd.s resources, The Gramephone Co., Ltd., in India
also utilized matrix stocks and stampers from Deutsche Grammophon-A.G.,
Berlin, and Victor Talking Machine Co., Camden, New Jersey, United States
of America. The 'Victor' source often turns up matrix stocks and stampers
that were NOT utilized in America. Although it is a complex issue - a
nupber of the Indian "C" issues are in fact 'alternative' issues to those
of the 'original' issues in their country of origin.

An example of the variation within pressings might be gained from the
fact that - Indian HMV - C-403 is drawn from - English HMV - B297 - which
has its origin from Victor matrix stocks. Amongst a number of other
issues, these recordings from Victor of Hawaiian Guitar Duets by wvarilous
artists - are listed in the regular Indian 'nagri' catalogues - as being
(anonymous} recordings described as - "Sitar Aur Veena" - suggesting that
these are performances by Indian musicians - but in fact they are Hawalian
Guitar Duets.

Even up to the main Indian ‘*nagri' for 1921, the 1listings show that
C~74, C-253, C-254, are Black Label, while C-46, C-63, C-70, etc are
'plum’ label issues. More significant that amongst a number of 'English®
recordings taken in India -~ is that C-253, and C-254, were the only issues

to have been vrecorded in India -—=-==w-= and originally having 'English’
single-face numbers — and entered to the 'English' Indian "C"" series -
(unless something else is discovered) - all other recordings taken in

India of English repertoire were allcocated fo the regular Indian 'P"
series for 10 inch or "K" series for 12 inch that is up until 1929.

It should be mnoted that wup until 1929, ALL records issued by The
Gramophone Co., Ltd., in India had been manufactured at its factory which
was located at 139 Beliaghatta Road, Sealdah - not one mile from the heart
of Central Calcutta, very close to one of the busiest railway terminals in
India. ALL records - whether they be of English or Indian repertoire - or
other Asian repertcires manufactured at Sealdah - will have printed upon
the labels - (made by) - The Gramophone Co., Ltd., Calcutta., on the lower
part of the label. From 1929 onwards the printed labels will read as -
(made by) The Gramophone Co., Ltd., Dum Dum, - indicating that the factory
of The Gramophone Co., Ltd., in India had been relocated to Dum Dum on the
northern cutskirts of Calcutta.
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3. ENGLISH Indian Gramophone Records

The English repertoire of the ZONOPHONE RECORD was first introduced in
India in March 1908, and at first the pressings of the ZONOPHONE RECCRD
as marketed in India were manufactured at Hanover, Germany, and were
single-side recorded discs ONLY, the 10" selling in India for Rs.l-14. The
Gramophone Co., Ltd., in India, marketed these discs +through what they
described as their "Zonophone Department". By October 1910, the Indian
repertoire of the ZONOPHONE RECORD had been placed on the market by The
Gramophone Co., Ltd., — as DOUBLE-SIDED discs ONLY -~ selling for 2 Rupees.

The first few Indian repertoire ZONOPHONE RECORD double-sided discs are
believed to have been manufactured at Hanover, Germany - or at Hayes,
England - as the FIRST pressings are labelled as being manufactured by the
International Zonophone Company. (without the stamping - Made in Calcutta)
- by Januvary 1914, all ZONOPHONE RECORD issues of Indian repertoire that
had previously been issued under their single-face numbers (X3-......)
were given a double face number with an "N" prefix - the first double face
number being N-392 - and retaining the single face number as well.

Z series - 'English' ZONOPHONE RECORD

With the English repertoire on Indian ZONOPHONE RECORD's the single-face
numerical series (which were by then all double-sided discs) were given a
"Z" prefix for the 10 inch discs and "A" prefix for the 12 inch discs.

The ONLY 'English' recording to be allocated an Indian ZONOPHONE RECCRD
number (at this stage) was X3-102181 (matrix - 1663e) "Laughing Song" - by
Burt Shepard /[ coupled with X-46767 (matrix - 183ab) “Ladies of Cadiz"
playved by Signor Francisco (sic!) - this same coupling was reissued as
Z=543 during 1914,

The "N" series progressed as Indian ZONOPHONE RECORD issued up to N-1485
when in January 1925, the "N" series was transformed intc HIS MASTER'S
VOICE "Green Dog" label and assumed "Gramophone" coupling numbers.

The monthly supplements of issues on HMV "Green Dog" lahel progressed at
the rate of about 10 to 12 issues per language - and included intermittent
'blocks' of European recordings -~ eventually changing from HMV "Green Dog"”

to "Plum Dog" - a process which at this stage of research still requires
some sorting out, because even though the HMV "Green Dog" label gradually
progressed to "Plum Dog"” - The Gramophone Co., Ltd., alse retained a

number of Indian repertoire titles as "N" prefixed "ZONOPHONE" labelled
discs within the "N" series of "Green Dog"” and "Plum Dog" labelled discs -
the significant factor of which was the selling price of the "N" series.

The Indian "N'" prefix series was still active into the 1960°'s in India,
by which time the numbers are up in the N-150,000 range, within which are
numerous 'blocks' for an amazing variety of repertoires. By the end of
1933 the "N" series had changed permanently from "Green Dog"™ to "Plum Dog”
and (since 1929) show The Gramophone Co., Ltd., Dum Dum, as the
manufacturer.

Several record collectors of English repertoire -~ made at "Calcutta"” and
"Dum Dum" in the "N prefix series 1like to think that the "N" series was
Y"exclusively" for 'English' recordings but as the above little narrative
reveals a very different story.

In the near future we shall have a closer look at the further extensions
of the various 'English' series made in India. For the moment at least we
hope that the above information is of some help to an wunderstanding of
these series.

FRANK ANDREWS and MICHAEL S. KINNEAR




OBITUARY

PANDIT KUMAR GANDHARVA - (8 APRIL 1924 - 12 JANUARY 1992)
~ CREATIVE MUSICIAN,VOCALIST - HINDUSTANI CLASSICAL MUSIC. HE
HAS CUT SEVERAL DISCS & THE DISCOGRAPHY IS GIVEN IN TRN 2.

RAMESH GUPTA - ON JANUARY 21,1992,AT THE AGE OF 80. HE
WAS A FREEDOM FIGHTER & HAS WRITTEN SEVERAL DESHBHAKTI
(PATRIOTIC) SONGS WHICH WERE VERY POPULAR IN THAT PERIOD.

BHARAT BHUSHAN - ON JANUARY 27,AT THE AGE OF 71. HE WAS A
FAMOUS ACTOR IN HINDI FILMS.

ARUN PAUDWAL - NOV.91. AT THE AGE OF 50. HE WAS A
MUSICIAN & PROVIDED MUSIC TO SEVERAL MARATHI & HINDI FILMS
WITH HIS FRIEND ANIL MOHILE UNDER THE NAME ’'ANIL-ARUN’.

MOHAN CHOTI - 1 FEBRUARY 1992.AT THE AGE OF 53. HE WAS A
COMEDIAN & ACTED IN LARGE NUMBER OF FILMS.

SUNDER - 5 MARCH 1992 AT THE AGE OF 87. HE WAS ALSO
COMEDIAN & ACTED IN SEVERAL HINDI FILMS.

A .
?/d W (%w Pandit Kumar Gandharva. The doyen of Hindustani
. 6"’. classical musie.
ire Jimeless

Today. on his first  birth anniversary afier his

sad demise, 1IMV  pays a humble tribute to this
legendary golden voice. With the release of a
4 cassette pack featuring 4 bhajans ana\g@ys, that

span his'lifetime.

s

— : Y e =
Also beingréleased on the BEcasion isa 2 cassette pack of
el o e
Marathi songs including lyrics from popular dramas like
Pt. Kumar Gandharva Sw;ggu;ar & Tlllsidas.\
(1924-1992) a '

ﬁ' ' Titled “"Swaranjali”, these épecial‘Blr!E anniversary

A . . - A
‘i N o releases {from HMV, “the <aon of 1EC
= 2 vocglish .

Gt

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES, NEW DELHL, WEDNESDAY. APRLL§ 159
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