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actor Aamir

"missing” Rafi songs. The original post is here
http://groups.google.com/group/rec.music.indian.misc/

i |browse_thread/thread/4b7b42924b8ba60/4b5be029533f96827
@ |hI=en&q=surjit+singh+foot+mouth#4b5be029533f9682

Indian Express and a few others picked up the story. These are

Ashitosh Gowarisome clippings that my friends sent to me from India.

Jhammu Sugand
at Khar early this
“The sharpsh
gang had hatche|
gun down Aamir
financier Jhamu Sughand and a 3 AU UICIC SHUWU U a CIUSSCICUR |
prominentlanddevclell%hperinSouﬂl to dovetall the ing of whoever gets the tender.”
Mumbai,” Maharashtra Deputy 3 Assistant General Manager,
Chief Minister Chhagan Bhujbal skybus project  pror\Y Gehani was candid
told mediapersons here today. 3 1t about how the skybus would hit the
A special squad under Senior Wlth the eXIStlng role of his organisation, “After the
Inspector Dilip Patil laid a trap for ran skybus begins operating, it will be
theli)itmen near Patwardhan Park. t Sport SyStem useless for us to compete with it.
The suspects arrived on two mo- Then we can re-orient ourselves
torcycles, believed to be stolen, The meeting began with a pre-  and work as a feeder, as is with the
around 2am. The hitmen are Tanvir | sentation by B Rajaram of the trainservice.”
Sheikh, Sanjay Kumar, Abdul | Konkan Railway Corporation While Rao and Gehani con-
Javed and Imran Khan. Limited. It was followed by apanel ceded that the coordination be-
An unidentified real estate de- | of speakersfrom Bombay Electric-  tween their respective services
veloper was the hitmen’s fourth | ity Supply and Transport (BEST)  leavesa lot to be desired, Rajaram
target, sources said. The police | andthe Railways. said that the lack of intermodal
have revovered two pistols and two Chief traffic planning manager  transfers would not be felt if the Rs
revolvers from the slain gangsters. | for Central Railway Prakash Rao  5,300-crore SBM project of net-
' Eaglier this year, Abu Salem’s | began with a disclaimer: “Subur-  working the city is done. He added
men gunned down Ajit Deewani, | ban transport was never our core  that the commuters would nothave
secretary to filmstars Manisha | activity. We have always been with  to wait alot or walk great distances;
Koirala and Aftab Shivdasani, in. | long-distance freight and passenger it would be all at their convenience.
his office at Andheri. ‘ trains. So we will always look for- Talking about the Andheri-
Aamir Khan’s security has | ward to having the skybus and ~Ghatkopar 8.3-kmlink that
been stepped up. BEST as partners.” CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

D WOULIUCL | T

RESS NEWS SERVICE
DBER 13

'HE Central Bureau of Inves-
ion (CBI) todayraided the res-
E;s of more than 58 senior Ma-
ar Telephone Nigam Limited
'NL) officials, including seven
ity general managers, in con-
ion with the more than Rs 60
e ‘reinstatement’ (RI) racket
ing to ‘ghost trenches’ that
e tolight in 1998.
[he raids that began at around 6
n the morning, continued till

the evening and officials re-
—wvlll'

ed cash and investment val-
ved around Rs 1 crore. The raids
were effected after a chargesheet
was filed in a special court on Fri-
day. More than 20 divisional engi-
neers, 38 sub-divisional engineers
and nine contractors have been
named as accused in the First In-
formation Report.

Some of the contractors have
been identified as Singal and
Brothers, Sundeep Constructions,
Rani Builders, Dolchand Kallaji
Engineers and Contractors, Phone

~Time System Communication Ltd,

Tele Services, HM Enterprises and

| Abhinav Constructions.

AMTNL vigilance team under
General Manager Sanjay Kumar
and Deputy S R Singh began inves-
tigating into the RI 'scam after a
newspaper report in The Indian Ex-
press in 1998, In fact, the contrac-
tors even offered Singh Rs 50 lakh
and a flat to mislead investigations.

Website offrsmoney to those who prove he sang above 4,965 songs

Chance for Rafi fans to make money

ARUNA CHAKRAVORTY '
OCTOBER 13

THIS one is for KBC en-
thusiasts. How many songs
did the evergreen Moham-
mad Rafi sing? 5,000?

" 10,000 or more?

- ) If you go by the numer-
ous websites on the golden-voiced singer, you
would put your finger on the more than 10,000
bracket. Documented material, however, indi-
cates a scaled-down yet impressive total of
roughly 4,965 songs against his name.

If you think you could bring to light any song
by Rafi which was hitherto unknown, here is
your chance to earn a bit of money.

A group of music enthusiasts who have set
up an unmoderated music forum —

rec.music.indian.misc (RMIM) — devoted to
Hindi film music, have thrown open a challenge
to anyone who claims that Rafi has sung 10,000
songs.For bringing to light any new undocu-
mented song by him, along with proof that he
had lent his voice toit, collect US$1 for every 10
new songs. The money grows exponentially for
every song thereafter.

The forum has about 50 to 100 regular mem-
bers, RMIMers as they call themselves, who are
from all parts of the world. Most of them are
from the US, as well as few from India, Pakistan
aswell as UK, Caribbean and Germany.

Surjit Singh, a former TIFR physicist who is
currently employed with HNC Software at San
Diego, and a self-professed Hindi music
fan(atic), is one of the main persons behind the
effort. “We got three responses so far,” says
Singh, “a guy from Mumbai claimed to have

12,000 songs by Rafi. When we toid him about
all the books on the singer, he withdrew his
claim. Someone else sent me seven songs, but
they were listed in the two books on the singer.
Another guy from India has staked his claim, but
he isin the process of cataloguing”, talking to this
newspaper through an e-mail interview.

“Intellectuals in India tend to be snobbish and
dismiss Hindi movies as low art,” says the former
professor. “They are wrong, Iwasbroughtupina
small village in India and know how important
Hindi movies are in Indian culture” For the 54-
year-old physicist who calls himselfa “a diehard
movie fan(atic)”, digging up hitherto unknown
songs is “important as it adds to the raw data for
the history of Hindi cinema”.

There is another reason. As fellow music
lover and RMIMer, Dhananjay Naniwadekar,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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' staﬂon, the oil tank of the electric
- transformer located in Sahakar
Nagarat Shivnagri exploded at
7.30am. Seven personsstanding
inaqueue outside a nearby pub-
lictbilet received burn injuries
when hot oil from the tank spilled
on them. The seven have sus-

- tainedinjuries on their face, hand
andback. The transformer was
installed at this place only eight
days ago. The injured are Ashok
Tanksale (43), Shyam Kasar (30),
Kushal Shah (40), Ramesh -
Khade (27), Ramu Bansode (27)
and Vishwanath Jagtap (55).

Samajw
leader sacked

- ’IHE Samajwam Party has
sacked its state vice-president

- Asif Patelin amove tocleanse
the party of peoplé with criminal

backgrounds. PgrtyGene;alSec-
.retary CR Yadavsajd Pai

 of criminal cases. Mostoﬁhe
_cases againstPatel are: dat
ghe Kashimira police stanoﬁ

PenSmners alert

THE State Government has .

» sanctioneda 3.5 per centin-
crease’in DA toits employees
with effect from October 1. This
decision is also applicable to pen-
sioners. pensioners. Concerned
people can contact thé Brihan

* Mumbai Pensioners’ Associa-
tionat C-10/13, Doodhasagr
CHS CibaRoad, AareyNaka -

- Goregaon (East), Bombay-
400 065. Tel: 8402520.

jwadi Party»

intercepted by a special pouce squad at Khar—— Newslme photo by

\

from the front page

'Chance for Rafi
fans to make
- money

also based in the US puts it, “For
years now people have been
claiming that singers like Lata

_ Mangeshkar, Mohammad Rafi

have sung more than 20,000 songs.

Well, now is the time for them to .

them o prove their claimand earn
money or they should sfopspread- -
ing this misinformation”.
Documenting songs of I-Imch
films, has been a fairly recent exer-
cise. Har Mandir Singh alias
Hamraaz, did a yeoman service to
film music fans by collecting data

-on songs and publishing four vol-

umes of Geet Kosh (1931-1970) by

| '1988. The book, which is a sort of
| bible for music enthusiasts like,

Singh and Naniwadekar, contains
indices of all films durmg the era, -
followed by the songs credited to

| theirsingers, actors, producers, di-

rectors, music directors and lyri-
cists.

This, aided by two books
specifically on Raﬁ —one by Ajit
Pradhan and Preetam Meghani

_and the other by Igbal Ganam and
. Asif Bakshi — puts the Hindi film

songs sung. by one of the lead
singers of Hindi filmdom, at 4,525.
Add to this some 440 documented

on-film, non-Hindi songs and the
grand total comes to 4,965.

And if one were to enter the -

numbers game, here’s the score:
Vishwas Nerurkar’s definitive

books on Hindi film songs have se-

riglised and listed songs sung by
Lata Mangeshkar at 5,080, Add to

- this her noen-filmi and non-Hindi

songs and the total could come to

1

" around 6,000t0 6,500, say experts.

Only in Asha Bhonsle’s case, it is
estimated that the singer hassung

8000 Hindi film songs. She

breasts the 10,000 mark since her
othier songs are expectedtobe in

the range of 2,000 t0 2,200. -

Says Naniwadekar, “Hamraz’s |
Geet Kosh has uncovered all the

- -songs from old films. It is ex-

tremely unlikely that he has |

missed even asingle song, But, it is
possible that some of those songs
may have been sung by Rafi, but
are untraceable. The number of

~such songs is likely to be between

five and 50 and would be from the

1940s.” In fact Namwadeﬁar

told that seven songs from thc |
films, Arab Ka Sitara, Banoo and
Hawai Khatola had not been at-
tributed to’Rafi by Hamraaz’s |

‘Geet Kosh: “However, all these
songs have been listed by the com-

' pllanons on Rafi,” he adds.
* To Singh, though, the offeris a
culmination of his life long obses-
sion. He recounts that he could

not sleep for three days once he
laid his hands on the Geet Kosh

VolHI1in 1988. “The wealth of au-
théntic information that he had
oolleotedleftmeamazed,” hesays.
It is the same excitement with

which he looks forward touncover

more songs of one of his favourite
singers; though anyone with a
claim would do well to check it out
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